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by Rev. Alex Riegel

Currently we have on our wayside pulpit a saying that goes like this: “Silence is the highest
form of grace.” (By the way, do you know we have Jim Tedesco to thank for keeping our wayside
pulpit current? He’s been doing that for at least a couple of years now. Thanks Jim!) As we en-
ter the summer months | want to encourage everyone to take this thought with them into the sum-
mer. Consider why silence is the highest for of grace and how/where you can enter into it. Hint:
the greater/deeper the silence the more we can be receptive to life as it actually is (Ok, that's a
pretty big hint — it's almost an entire answer. But ponder it. There is much meaning in this simple
thought!)

As you go about your summer business, think about collecting a small sample of water
from your travels, whether those travels take you to India or your own back yard. On Sept 7" we
will have an intergenerational service during which we invite everyone to pour their small sample
of water into a larger vessel, signifying the meaning of our community. To end the service, we will
use that water to water the plants in our Memorial Garden. This is a wonderful symbol of our
community here at UUCF. So, please try to remember to gather some water and bring back a
short story about it for our last single service of the summer.

It has been brought to my attention that the number listed for me in some of our directories
is incorrect. Please note somewhere handy my accurate phone number, in case you need to
reach me in an emergency: 248 — 730 — 3995. Along those lines, my vacation begins July 1% and
ends July 31%. In the event of an emergency, please contact Linda Brown or Cheryl in the church
office. They will know the guidelines regarding whether | am to be called back from vacation for
service.

Finally, | want to remind everyone to go online and check out SUUSI. SUUSI is a summer
camp where Kimi and Preston and | go the third week in July. It is a family oriented camp but
there is also PLENTY for adults to do as well. In short, everyone | know who has ever gone has
had a great time! If you'd like to join us, email me at info@uufarmington.org. We will caravan
down together. As far as | can tell so far, about a dozen Michiganders are going, but only two
other folk from our church so far. We’d love to have you! So check it out,
eh? http://www.suusi.org/

Namaste




This month has been filled with community buildinglany of us began the month at Camp Dear
born. This tradition of UUCF family and friendstigering together for this weekend camping trig
to kick off the summer is one that is sure to gmndi for years to come. | went up for the afternoc
and evening on Saturday and have fond memoridsasing good food, conversation and carols
around the campfire! As well as being entertaibngthe kids who also prepared some yummy
marshmallows for me. That Sunday morning was algery special one at church, and even
though many of our families were still camping, Meeting House was filled with people eager t«
see and hear what our young people had to shdme hifjh school graduation service was quite a
treat. As many of the youth shared their talentsthoughts with us, we were all reminded of hov
important our community is, and what an impact \weehon our youth. After hearing the stories
the youth shared about their experiences at Hifo&@dConferences with other UU youth, it left
some adult members wondering where and if we conddte such opportunities for unconditional
love.

community, that | share the following resourcefsyour summer is already booked, it's time to

It is with this and other conversations I've hadhaparents of young children looking for more
I plan ahead for next year. | suggest putting Camarborn and SUUSI at the top of your list.

UU Family Trip Ideas!

Camp Dearborn, Milford MI, www.campdearborn.com
I Each Spring UUCF friends and families spend a feekend at Camp Dearborn.

Marwood Camp, Ottowa, IL_- One week summer camp fdP-6" grade youth.

Ferry Beach, Saco ME , http://www.ferrybeach.org
They have a full calendar on their website, bug trie looks like fun for families...
“Family and Friends” — (2 sessions) July 19 - Jul@6 & July 26 - August 2

Family & Friends Week is a time for people of ajea and families of every description to come
together for playing, learning, and rejoicing. Eagdek there are organized workshops in the
mornings for both adults and children. Afternooresfar beach time, ecology tours, singing and
picking on the porch, or working on your great Aroan novel. Evenings include intergenerationz
activities from 7:00-9:00 p.m., and after 9:00 p.swocial activities for adults.

Star Island, Boston, MA | http://www.allstarone.org/

All Star | Family Conference- June 28-July 5, 2008 (plan for next year)

The Birds, The Bees, The Trees, and the Rest

Come spend a week with us, and be guided throudlgbughtful examination of the world around

us, and our place in it.
Continued on page 3
— — — — — —




All Star Il Family Conference - July 5 - July 12, 2008
Religion, Politics and Public Policy; Miracle Whip a Mud Pie

Our guest speaker, Richard Parker will explorestiegpe of American religious beliefs today and
probe how they continue to arise in law, politespnomics, the press, public morality and social
policy.

Life on a Star 1- Saturday, August 16 to Saturday, AugushﬂB://www.Iifeonastar.org/Theme of the Week:

"Story Water"

Life on a Star 2 Saturday, August 23 - Saturday, AugustBttp://www.lifeonastar.orgTheme of the

Week: "Other People, Other Places"

The Mountain Retreat Center, Highlands, NC,  http://mountaincenters.org/
(see website for calendar)

Southeast UU Summer Institute (SUUSI), Radford, VA, www.Suusi.org
July 20-26, 2008

Are you looking for a greagffordableexperience for your family, one with lots of aduees

and filled with friends? If so, thetome to SUUSI You'll be welcomed warmly and invited into
our community Together, we'll create a week of conversatiomgtiéction, of activity, and of
family. You'll be challenged intellectually andrtured spiritually. You can stay up all night
dancing omaking musi¢and spend all day communing withtureor exploring your personal
growth. We have special programs for all, so be snibring the whole family!

UU Family Camp, Vernonia Oregon, _http://www.uuccwc.org/familycamp/

July 3-6, 2008

Please join us as we renew our connections witlgtibat web of life. Reconnect to nature and
our famlies with worship, music and fun in an aleblefree setting. Low prices, beginning at

$120.00, include three nights lodging and nine mdlices are per person. Children under five
years old are free.

Scholarships and work opportunities are available eamost locations!
Well, | hope this gives you some ideas if not fus tsummer, then next!

While close to home, our playground is a greatg@lachang out with other families. If you ever wamuse the playground / bath-
room during the week just let me know and we caken@rangements for you to have access to theibgild

It would be great to have a family size picnic &abéar the playground. Please keep your eyed gatésales and let me know if
you find something!

)*

In Peaceful Songs and Stories, Jennifer A. Teegcliir of Religious Education



THANK YOU

| was surprised and pleased by the positive re-
sponse | received from my Memorial Sunday
talk. | had expected a more negative reaction
and was prepared to defend myself but it wasn't

necessary. When you stick your neck out you _
must expect some flack. Maybe the lack of réhe Mystery Book Club  will meet on Monday,

buttal needs to be discussed.

Bud Baggett
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Welcome!

Helen Snow

Helen has one adult daughter and a seven
year old grandson.. She has been a pet
groomer for over 30 years and works at the

Hilldale Veterinary Hospital in Southfield. In
her spare time, Helen is an avid gardener. She
also enjoys reading, live theatre, and classical

music concerts.Helen shares a house with

Jessica Conway in Royal Oak. Together, they

have five dogs and six cats.

Jessica Conway

Jessica has two daughters: Anneliese (6yrs)

and Maureen (15 months). She is a pet

groomer who opened her own business in Ply-
mouth, Pet Spa Grooming. Jessica and Helen
Snow share a house together in Royal Oak.

They became friends through the grooming

business. Jessica enjoys reading and taking
her horse out for rides. She is very passionate
about her work, horse, and her animal rescue

work.

July 28. The book we are reading for July is
Sunstroke by Jesse Kellerman. Sunstroke is a
quirky noir tale about Gloria Mendez, a middle-
aged Los Angeles secretary who has grown to
secretly love her boss Carl. When he goes
missing during his annual visit to Mexico, Glo-
ria begins a search for answers that reveals
hidden, sinister aspects of her employer's life.
We will meet for dinner at 5:30 at Panera (12
mile and Halsted) and be at the church at 7 for
the book discussion. If you can't join us for din-
ner, join us for the book discussion.
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SENIOR SINGLES: A coffee and conversation group for those 50 ¢ttiebeNe
will meet in Adams Hall Wednesday July 9 from 2t6@:00 PM. Call Mary Hurd
at 248-478-7272 if you'd like to know more about us

MDOT HIGHWAY TRASH PICKUP IS BACK'!

Hello again from Green Sanctuary Committee. Our next pickup of UUCF's

stretch of 1-696 will be on Saturday , July 12. If you are willing and able to
% spend 2-3 hours on this community outreach project, please plan to arrive at
UUCF at 7:45 am to don a very stylish new GREEN VEST and car pool to
our site.

Remember to wear long pants and sleeves, a hat and sturdy shoes, and bring work gloves. We will
provide water and snacks.

It sure feels good to see the filled bags, and recycle all those bottles and cans!
Please sign up at coffee hour or email Julia Petro for more information: info@uufarmington.org
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New UUCF Commemorative Meeting House Windows

07

Great news - our new Meeting House windows have been ordered and are scheduled teedannstejust!
The new windows are part of our plan to restore our Meeting House. Unlike our praswsy the new
windows will be double paned with excellent insulation properties, aluminum clad on therdeteease of
maintenance and long life, and they will operate smoothly. They will open froroplzd bottom to allow
our new ceiling fans to operate efficiently. The new windows will appear wrarkasto our present windows
and the Farmington Historical Commission has agreed that we will still keepsignakson as an Historical
Site.

The Executive Board has decided to follow up on a suggestion from one of our members and aloitos
who wish, to sponsor a “Commemorative Window”. A brass plague would be mounted on, or near the win
recognizing the sponsor or someone the sponsor wishes to commemorate. The cost afigRorEmMmemo-
rative window is $3000 — the approximate cost of each window. If you are interested idataile please
contact our Board President, Linda Brown, or our Vice President for Admimosir&eorge Rourk.

From the Publicity Committee

Do you lament that it took so long for you to find UUCF?

Do you think that others like you would want to know that such an awesome church is right
here under their noses?

That's the job of the Publicity Committee!

We invite you to consider attending one of our meetings, hear what we're up to, and give us
your ideas. Yes, we're looking for new blood. (not that there's anything wrong with our old
blood....)

We meet the fourth Tuesday of the month at UUCF at 7:30 p.m.
Hope to see you there!
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Contact Leah Baker
248-478-7272
Email- info@uufarmington.orqg
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Our June outing to the Detroit RiverWalk had to be cancelled because the free parking lot at Rivard
Plaza would have been inaccessible the third Thursday of June per the supervisor at the RiverWalk
Conservancy because the vendors would be busy on Thursday (and days before Thursday) setting
up for the following day (Friday) to Monday GM RiverDays Festival, a large festival with lots of activi-
ties, booths, tents, and fireworks Monday. We will try once again - barring any complications the
Daytimers will go to the Detroit RiverWalk at our September meeting. More details will follow later.

We had our June meeting at noon in Adams Hall on the third Thursday of June which was June

19. We had a nice turnout - 16 of the regular Daytimers attended. Pat Blackard provided some won-
derful cookies for the dessert. It was a lively meeting with all of our 16 Daytimers giving us highlights
of their lives as we went around the table with each Daytimer telling us what has been happening
with him/her with their pets, children and grandchildren, health problems, activities, etc. | believe a
nice time was had by all. We may not be young, but we are still a lively group with everyone having
diverse interests.

Aubrey Crawford was back with us after his successful hip joint surgery on May 20. Nancy Hayden
had her knee joint surgery in early June, and she will soon be out of the rehabiliation center per her
husband John.

We will meet at the church in Adams Hall for our July meeting which will be 12:00 noon on Thurs-
day, July 17, and then we will all go in different cars to Heritage Park to have a picnic in the park. |
will prepare my sister's recipe for fruit punch, and Joanne Monier will bring the dessert.  After or
during the picnic the Daytimers have their choice if they wish of taking a walk on the nice trails in
the park or going to the Nature Center to the bird watching window where squirrels, chipmunks, and
various birds can be viewed in the outdoor feeding area that has many bird feeders.

All UUCF members and friends are invited to join the Daytimers once a month. We usually meet in
Adams Hall at 12:00 noon on the third Thursday. Each of us brings a bag lunch, and one of the
Daytimers provides a dessert. We are always happy to have new people join us.

Submitted by the Daytimers leader Nancy Bailey



SMALL GROUP MINISTRY
ANYBODY INTERESTED?

During the last 18 months, three groups participated in monthly meetings discussing topics that
included, "Nature”, "Beginnings", "Friendship”, Time", "Place", "Past", "Present”,

"Presence”. Each session had a time for check-in sharing, where we all shared whatever had
been going on in our lives in the past month, followed by a discussion of the topic. Most who
participated found it a wonderful way to get to know fellow congregants better, to share ideas
and to develop a sense of community.

In October new groups will be organized for people wishing to continue and for others wishing to
join in for the first time. In August, for people who wish to get more information about the small
groups, there will be a table set up in Adams Hall during coffee hour, where current coordina-
tors will be present to answer questions. If you think you may be interested in being involved in
Small Groups you will need to consider this a monthly commitment rather than something you
would casually attend. You will no doubt find your time spent in the group will pay handsome
rewards.

CAMPBELL LABELS UPDATE

Summer is coming in (hopefully), but we hope yaoalttinue to bring in your labels from
Campbell's Products for the Farmington Communitiyddt on Shiawassee in Farmington
Hills. This is one of two Farmington Schools whsglecialize in Early Childhood Educa-
tion. The labels are traded in for special equiptifer the gym.

Eligible products include Campbell Soups, of copesewell as Juices, Chili, Baked Beans
and Gravy. Also, Pepperidge Farms cookies andistyfPace Salsa, Franco American
(Spaghettios, etc.), Prego and Swanson Brothsm&dle front part of the label on cans,
and cut out the bar code on boxes and bas. Ifgmdt sure what part of the box or can to
submit, or have other questions, give me a calDTH: A quart size zipperlock bag will
hold many, many labels and take up very little ronra drawer. | recently turned in a bag
which held 90 some labels, and it was no thickentt/4 inch.

The collection box is usually in the entryway dgrBunday services,
otherwise at the foot of the stairs on the Adami liezel.

CONDENSEP

Millie Foss




Program Committee Presents
July 2008

We, the congregation of the Universalist Unitarian Church of Farmingtiinm &bgether the following commonly held
beliefs:

Our knowledge comes to us through our own experience and what we have received frempashand present. It is
synthesized by our reasoning and intuition, modified by our critical evaluatidigiden emphasis by our value system.

July brings us a variety of speakers — some from our own congregation. Anditigeystheir knowledge and ideas that
help fulfill our Covenant Statement.

July 6
"Forgiveness?" Rob Gregory

There have been many studies on the subject of forgiveness in recentAreaternate view will be presented taking int]
account how we may have been designed to deal with the shortcomings of humatointerac

July 13
“The Mathematics of the Spiritual Circle of Life” Dennis Slotnick

In this interactive talk, Dennis Slotnick allows the audience to ngeisd circle. We then unfold the mathematical truth
that the point at the center of the circle is not part of theecipast as the unbounded values of spirituality are the basis
the expressed world, but not found observably in it.

July 20
“The Gospel of John, Paul, George and Ringo” Rev. Julie Forest
Experience and celebrate the sacred in the music, and myth of the men knbevBeatles through word, story and son

Rev. Julie Forest is the Interim Minister of Cedars UU Church orbBidige Island. And the daughter of our own Sondr
Forest! Prior to the ministry, she was a music directory, producer, host ajocllescat several non commercial public
radio stations in both Washington and California.

July 27
"Three -isms: Sexism, Ageism, Racism - Emphasis on Sexism” Hannah Donigan

Hannah has been a member of UUCF since 1993. She has an MA in English with miparssh,3¥rench, and Educa-
tion. She and Don have four children and six grandchildren. She is a Humarsgtmm
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Happy Membership Anniversary!!
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