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Dear Friends, Dear Friends. 

Let me tell you how I feel. 

You have given me such treasure. 

I love you so. 

 

Our congregation is filled with friends, treasures and lots of love.  This song is also easy to sing and easy to learn.  We can even sing 
it as a round!  This song, “Dear Friends”, will carry us into the future as we sing the children out of the Meeting House. 

 

As challenging as it was to pick a new song and move away from “Go Now in Peace”, it was time, and I’m glad the discussion over 
the song had the chance to happen.  Adults and children got really involved in sharing their values and ideas.  We come to church to 
participate in the things that mean the most to us.  When that is disturbed, or threatened, it only makes sense for us to speak up.  In 
fact, this is what we teach our children. 

 

I’ve been present at other “good conversations” lately, and these are the kind of conversations we need to be having more of.  They 
are certainly not easy conversations to have… it can be hard to stand up for what we believe in; it can be hard to be open to something 
new…  What is most important is that we remember why we are here… community, spiritual growth, intellectual growth, worship… 
(it may be slightly different for each of us), and that all these things (because they are so deeply tied to our values) require us to both 
stand firm like a “tree that’s planted by the water [that] shall not be moved” and also necessitate room to bend and sway like the grass. 

 

It is in these discussions that we better define, nurture and enrich ourselves, our families, our UUCF community and our denomina-
tion, and, ultimately, that is why we are here, right? 

 

One important lesson is from A Froggy Fable, which I read in church a couple weeks ago.  Just as Froggy’s pond remained his safe 
sanctuary despite all the changes, things will change here at UUCF, yet this will always remain your sanctuary, and you have a place 
here. 

 

On another note, our Summer Program will be kicking off on June 8th! 

 

I’ve been so pleased with the children and the curriculum this year- Respect for the Interdependent Web.  They have really gotten into 
why they should care for the earth and what they can do.  It leaves me much more hopeful for the future!  As we put the finishing 
touches on our NEW World Religion Curriculum for Fall 2008, we will move forward now with our current theme of the environ-
ment.  Each week we will take a closer look at a piece of our interdependent web: bats, bees, spiders, insects… We need volunteers to 
lead the classes at each 10:00 service this summer.  The curriculum is easy to follow; all supplies will be provided and you will work 
with another adult.  Please consider taking this opportunity to get to know our kids a little better; you’re assured a good time!  Sign up 
in Adams Hall or talk to me for more info. 

 

In Peaceful Songs and Stories, 

Jennifer A. Teed 

Last month I thanked Suzanne Paul for helping to reorganize our nursery.  I few of you caught this and noticed the error.  It wasn’t our 
former minister that helped out, but member, Suzanne Burchill.  I apologize for any confusion this may have caused. 

 

 

 



 3 

New UU Class – Are you a visitor or a new member, or do you want to learn more about the UU tradition 
before becoming a member?  Then join us for the next session of “New UU” on Friday, June 13 from 7:00 – 
9:30 pm, and Saturday, June 14 from 8:00 – 12:00 pm. Please plan on attending both sessions.  Childcare will 
be available. These classes cover information on Unitarian Universalism, as well as our Farmington church.  
It also gives you a chance to ask questions about membership, meet with our professional leadership, take a 
tour of the facilities, and even explore your own personal religious journey.  To register, contact the church 
office at 248-478-7272 by June 8 or sign up at the Visitors’ Table in Adams Hall.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
SENIOR SINGLES:  Will meet WednesdayJune 11 from 2:00 to 4:00 PM in Adams Hall. We 
offer coffee and conversation for singles 50 or better.  Celebrating one full year of activity, we'll 
explore new directions based on member interests.  Call Mary Hurd at the church for more  
information.  
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                                                      by Linda Brown, President 
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This was the second diversity potluck this year, with the Chinese New Year Pot Luck as the first. Adams 
Hall was very colorful with all the Mexican blankets, sombreros, piñata and other decorations. Thank 
you to the enthusiastic set up crew, clean up crew and all the cooks who created the delicious ethnic 
dishes, chips and salsa and all the rest that made it a fun event.   - - - Social Events 

 

�
� inco de � ayo � otluck 

            GREEN SANCTUARY ANNOUNCES AN OPPORTUNIT Y 
 

Please mark JULY 12 and SEPTEMBER 13 on your calendars. These are the 
two Saturdays  when we invite you to join us in spending a few hours  picking up 
trash along UUCF's stretch of I-696. This is the fourth year we have participated 
in this community outreach program for MDOT. If you've never tried it, here's 
your chance to feel really good --looking back at all the white bags we've filled 

and seeing how nice the roadway looks afterwards. 
 
No money is required -- just two-three hours of your time. We also provide school credits for community 
service to teens. 
 
These dates will not show up on the Magnet or In-House calendars, because they take place off-site. But 
we hope you will note them on your own calendars, and watch for more particulars in Orders of Service. 
Hope to see you there.   

                    
                         UUCF Tiger Game 2008 

 
 

As we have for a number of years, we're reserved a group of seats to watch the Tigers at    
Comerica Park. We'll be going Friday evening the 25th of July. The Tigers will be playing 
the Chicago White Sox and there will be a great fireworks display after the game. We have 
25 seats and the tickets are $24 each. To reserve your seats, use the sign up sheet on the    
Social Events Bulletin Board in Adams Hall. Questions? 
      

-- contact George Rourk   
Social Events Committee 



Social Action Corner  
 

Thank Yous 
 

A big thank you  goes out to all those people who helped make this year’s Rebuilding Together a success: the church 
members who bought raffle tickets so we could raise the $2,000 needed to sponsor a house, the people who donated 
great food for our workers, the over 30 workers who spent their Saturday working tirelessly on an elderly woman’s 
home, and of course the organizers and co-captains who brought it all together!! 
 

June Monthly Project 
 

This month, SAC will be collecting new or used kitchen items for the Center Stage Homeless Shelter in Pontiac, Michi-
gan. This weekend shelter is a non-profit run by Dave Coleman every weekend from Thanksgiving-Easter. Since many 
traditional shelters are closed during the day but winter temperatures can still be deadly, Coleman’s shelter gives the 
homeless a warm place to eat and rest. He desperately needs serving utensils, serving dishes like platters, pots/pans, 
and especially chopping knives. 
 

Please bring your donations to Adams Hall during coffee hour, or contact Cassandra Hartley at chartley81@gmail.com. 
 

Helping Children, Inspiring Others 
 

Last year, a generous anonymous donor gave $3,600 to the Social Action 
Committee. The donor requested that we donate the money to a worthy cause 
of our choice on behalf of UUCF. So after careful research and discussion, the 
committee decided to donate it to the Ebenezer Childcare Trust in Zambia, 
Africa (http://www.ebenezerchildcare.org). 
 

The orphanage houses 50 children affected by HIV/AIDS as well as offering 
schooling to over 250 needy children. The funds will be used for their Building 
Fund since they just built a new school building and have plans to put up four 
more homes for orphans. The attached picture was taken by Jack and Joan 
Olds on their recent trip to the orphanage with a senior hostel. 
 

We hope this donor’s selfless act will encourage others to think of ways to donate their time and resources for a good 
cause. In the words of the donor, “Last year I decided to forgo a planned consumer purchase and instead created a 
fund to be administered by the Social Action Committee. I’d like to buy myself more cool stuff, but I’ll need to wait. I 
hope some of you are able and inspired to do the same.” 
 

What Are You Doing With Your Incentive Check? 
 

The Michigan UU Social Justice Network (MUUSJN) has a suggestion for your stimulus check: 
 

For those Michigan UUs who can afford it, we are inviting individuals and families to give all or part of their check to 
their congregation, their congregation’s Social Action Committee, and/or the MUUSJN. (The Network is committed to 
working on issues such as poverty, universal health care, racial justice, peace, civil rights and the environment.) 
 

By donating your stimulus, your money can go directly to the causes and people who need it most! 
 

If you are interested in donating or want more information about MUUSJN, please contact Cassandra Hartley or visit 
our Social Action page on www.uufarmington.org. 
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13 Daytimers and guests attended the May meeting in Adams Hall.  Besides the regulars, we were 
happy to see Peter Foss and Priscilla Fleming's daughter-in-law Kathy Hamer.  Thank you, Priscilla, 
for bringing the dessert which was a delicious carrot cake. 

  

For the June meeting which will be on Thursday, June 19, we will be going on a outing to the Detroit 
Riverwalk where we will all bring our bag lunches and Pat Blackard will be providing the dessert 
which will probably be various kinds of cookies.  For drinks I will be bringing homemade fruit punch 
(my sister's recipe which is delicious) and some cold water in a rolling cooler. 

  

Soon I will call all of the Daytimers to verify who is going.  We will meet at the church at 11:00 a.m., 
which is earlier than usual because we want to miss the rush hour traffic on the way home later in 
the afternoon on Thursday, June 19.   

  

After I know exactly how many people are coming, I can arrange for one of the Daytimers to help 
with the driving if necessary.  Otherwise, Paul and I will drive everyone in our two cars which in-
cludes a 7-passenger van.  

  

 Instead of parking under the street across from the City-County Building which has a substantial fee 
for parking, we may park for free at a parking lot on Rivard Street.  I'll notify everyone exactly where 
we are going to park and exactly where we are going to meet on the Riverwalk in case anyone 
wants to drive down by themselves. 

  

If we park on Rivard Street, we will be near the carousel and bathrooms, and there is always plenty 
of seating so that we can sit down to eat our lunches together.  For those who want to take short or 
long walks along the riverfront on the Riverwalk, there will be plenty of time.  For others who just 
want to sit on the riverfront and enjoy the river and outdoors, there are benches all over the place.  I 
encourage all to come down and see our new Detroit attraction, the Detroit Riverwalk. 

  

If any other church members or friends want to join us on this outing, please call me.  

                         Submitted by the Daytimers leader Nancy Bailey 



CROP WALK 
 
Thanks for doing such a great job on our walk this year.  We had 12 walkers from our 
church who raised $1,375.00.  Altogether, there were 340 walkers who raised over 
$34,250.00 in pledges.  Thank you to the walkers and to those who supported them with 
their pledges.  As we see the terrible news stories about Burma, Myanmar and China, it’s 
good to know that we are doing something to help the suffering of people caught in natural 
disaster and famine situations. 
 
Betty Marshall 
Pat Blackard 
Social Action Committee 

Rebuilding Together 
They Gave A Lot of Love 
 
 
 
 
Thirty eight members of the Rebuilding Together Volunteer Team swarmed down on the home of  a 
Southfield Senior on April 26. When they left the inside and outside of the home was painted, front and 
back landscaping completed, rotting overhang beams and gutters removed, soffits repaired and front 
and back doors replaced. Boy did they work! They were nourished by the fantastic food provided by 
eight members of the UUCF family. Thank you for a job well done, Special thanks to Patrick Laird, 
Bob Tweadey, and Rob Horn for organizing and overseeing this Social Action  
project. 
 
UUCF members are a loving and giving community. 
 
Thank you, 
The Social Action Committee    
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CAMPBELL LABELS UPDATE 
 

Summer is coming in (hopefully), but we hope you'll continue to bring in your labels from 
Campbell's Products for the Farmington Community School on Shiawassee in Farmington 
Hills.  This is one of two Farmington Schools which specialize in Early Childhood Education.  
The labels are traded in for special equipment for the gym. 
 

Eligible products include Campbell Soups, of course, as well as Juices, Chili, Baked Beans 
and Gravy.  Also, Pepperidge Farms cookies and stuffing, Pace Salsa, Franco American 
(Spaghettios, etc.), Prego and Swanson Broths.  Submit the front part of the label on cans, and 
cut out the bar code on boxes and bas.  If you're not sure what part of the box or can to submit, 
or have other questions, give me a call.  NOTE: A quart size zipperlock bag will 
hold many, many labels and take up very little room in a drawer.  I recently 
turned in a bag which held 90 some labels, and it was no thicker than 1/4 inch. 
 

The collection box is usually in the entryway during Sunday services, otherwise 
at the foot of the stairs on the Adams Hall level. 
 

 

 HEARTLAND DISTRICT 

CHALICE LIGHTER GRANT PROGRAM 

 

Help Spread the Light of Unitarian Universalism!  Become a Heartland District Chalice Lighter!  This program gives small grants to 
Heartland District churches for specific purposes.  There are three calls a year (Winter, Spring and Fall), and you can pledge as little as 
$10 for each call ($30 for the year). 

 

The Winter 2008 Grant Recipient was the U-U Congregation of Owensboro, Kentucky.  They had requested a $13,000 grant to solve 
urgent space problems.  They plan to renovate a shop building formerly used by a furniture refinisher.  The project will net them two 
classrooms, a storage room and a badly needed handicapped accessible bathroom.  One of their members pledged to use a modest   
inheritance to match up to $15,000 of Chalice Lighter proceeds.  This is a small congregation but over 50% of its members are Chalice 
Lighters, one of the highest giving rates in the Heartland District! 

 

One of our U-U neighbors has been selected as the Spring 2008 Grant Recipient.  Community UU in Brighton has requested a $15,000 
grant to help pay for a full-time interim Minister, who is expected to help increase membership and income enough for them to be able 
to afford a Called Minister.  The Brighton Church has committed a significant amount of its own money toward funding a part-time 
minister to help with their rebuilding process.  Twenty percent of its  membership are active Chalice Lighters. 

 

IN ORDER TO APPLY FOR A GRANT AT LEAST 10% OF A CHURCH'S MEMBERSHIP MUST BE CHALICE LIGHTERS.  
UNFORTUNATELY, UUCF IS SHORT OF THIS PERCENTAGE.  CHALICE LIGHTER BROCHURES ARE AVAILABLE IN 
THE RACK NEAR THE CHURCH ENTRANCE.  LOOK FOR THE VERY LARGE BLUE DOUBLE-CIRCLE LOGO  

ON THE TOP OF THE COVER.   WE HOPE YOU WILL BECOME A CHALICE LIGHTER.  PLEDGES FOR THE SPRING 
GRANT MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE HEARTLAND DISTRICT OFFICE BY JUNE 15. 

 

MILLIE FOSS, UUCF Chalice Lighter Liaison   
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E-Mail – info@uufarmington.org 

UUCF Website: www.uufarmington.org 

Listen to sermons via the Internet:   

www.uusermons.com  

Church Office Hours:   
Monday—Friday     9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

 
 

Rev. Alexander Riegel, Minister 
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Happy Membership Anniversary!! 


