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by Rev. Alexander Riegel

Well now, how many times in your life have you found yourself saying, “What? ANOTHER New Year!”
They keep coming faster and faster, don't they, these things we call “years,” these things that add wisdom but di-
minish the body? | have mixed feelings about the passage of time. On the one hand | recognize that | wouldn’t be
the person | am without the passage of time and the experiences that time has contained for me — and frankly, | am
relatively happy with who I've become — in time. On the other hand, | get frustrated with the missed opportunities
that | cannot retrieve because time passes — and so quickly — meaning every moment is irretrievable. When | feel
this way | lay blame squarely on the shoulders of Chronos, the Greek God that personified time.

Indeed, time is a two edged sword. It represents missed opportunity and opportunity to come. Without it
we wouldn’t have stories that make our lives what they are, nor would we have the opportunity to continue to write
our own future stories. Without time’s passage my own being would not have come into existence, but then again, |
wouldn’t have to reflect on the day that it will pass out of this existence. So, what should we think of time, as the
time of year comes round again when we recognize that we have lost even more time? | suggest a third way of
thinking about time...

When | was ministering at my first settlement in Massachusetts | had the privilege of helping a man die, a
man who became a dear friend of mine over the course of this two year process. He and his partner had a simple
but moving poem that hung on one of their walls. It said:

All things mellow in the mind,
a slight of hand, a trick of time.
And even our great love will fade,
soon we'll be strangers in the grave.

That's why this moment is so dear.
| kiss your lips, and we are here,
so let's hold tight, and touch and feel,
for this quick instant, we are real.

Again, a little kitsch, but the point is made: embrace whatever moment life is offering in the moment it is
offered! Or, as the Latin Poet Horace wrote: Carpe Diem! (“seize the day”) Or, as the mystics of every tradition
put it, “the eternal now” is available in every instant.

| like this idea, as it is at least some form of resistance to Chronos, allowing us to capture joy and wonder
and bliss in the midst of passing time; we are not entirely in his grip! And isn't this, carpe diem, the essence of that
New Year's Eve kiss that occurs at midnight every New Year's Eve? In this framing at least, that, too, is a sacred
moment. Or, if it isn’'t a kiss with which you push back against the master of time this year, find some sacred mo-
ment to enter, some moment that allows you to participate in joy and wonder and bliss!
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Happy New Year!
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WELCOMING CONGREGATION COMMITTEE

The Welcoming Congregation Committee will meet on Wednesday, Januarg:B6 atm. This committee focuses on
making our GLBT members, friends and visitors welcome and on informing the eorigregation of GLBT oriented
events at the church or in the larger community that they might findesésit All UUCFers are invited to participate in
committee meetings and activities.

SOCIAL ACTION PROJECT FOR FEBRUARY

The Nationwide Conference on Creating Change will be held at the MarnotaRance Center in Detroit
from February 6-10. There will be many workshops. See www.The Task Forasdongvav.Creating Change.org for
more information. We are looking for volunteers for many jobs in connectibrtiis Conference. A volunteer train-
ing session is scheduled for the afternoon of Sunday, February 3, 2008. We will aftgrdble second service on that
date. A SIGN-UP SHEET has been posted on the WCC Bulletin Board in Adamsvdalhteers who put in at least 3
hours may attend a session free.

We are also planning for a coffee house on March 15, 2008. C"aﬂge
Joimn
For more information about the Committee contact Millie Foss or \U:i

Terie Spencer at the church.
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Thank you to all who donated and volunteered at the Women Arise Party. A great
time was had by all. The kids and women were very appreciative of all we did. Thank
you also to BookBeat Bookstore (The best bookstore ever!) for donating 4 boxes of
new books for the children!

I

SENIOR SINGLES Will meet January 9 from 2:00 to 4:00 PM in Adarsl, with
coffee and conversation for the 50-plus group. r&hall be a brief presentation on
AFRICA—21ST CENTURY GEOGRAPHY. Call Mary Hurd attlchurch if you

have any questions.
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The Mystery Book Club regular meetings will resume the fourth Monday
in January (1/28/08).

Women'’s Group

We meet each second Friday of each month, around 7:00pm, weather permitting.his is a
informal group. We just gather to share joys--sorrows--of funny stories.

We bring treats plus wine or our favorite beverage.
Come and join us for a night out with the ladies.
Joan Ramsey and Mary Smith are our leaders .
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The Daytimers, the seniors social group at UUCF, had a Christmas party at our meeting on
December 20. 16 of our regulars came to the party plus Jim Davis, Toni Davis' husband, to
make a total of 17. We enjoyed having you at our party, Jim.

We had a delicous potluck with everyone bringing a dish, most of them homemade. Nancy
Hayden led our Christmas gift game. Thank you, Nancy. Beverly Manheimer brought
Christmas tablecloths and Priscilla Fleming brought Christmas plates and napkins. Thank
you, Beverly and Priscilla.

Toni Davis told us about a homeless shelter in Pontiac called Center Stage. We voted and
decided to donate $100 from the Daytimers treasury to Center Stage. With all of the monies
that they collect, Toni and Joanne Monier are going to go to Cosco to buy various items
needed by the shelter, and they will be delivering these items to Center Stage before the end
of the year.

Nancy Bailey suggested that each year from now on, as long as there are sufficient funds in
the Daytimers treasury, that the Daytimers make a donation at Christmastime to a wor-
thy cause.

Our next meeting will be the third Thursday of January which is January 17. Joanne Monier
volunteered to bring the dessert.

All UUCF members and friends age 50 and older are invited to join us the third Thursday of
each month at 12:00 noon in Adams Hall.

Contributed by Nancy Bailey

The Writer's Group regular meetings will resume the third
Monday in January (1/21/08).




Social Action Corner

Guest At Your Table

Just a reminder that the last day to return your boxes to Pat Blackard is January 13 . All cash, loose
change, and/or checks will be accepted.

February Social Action Project

This February, the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force is holding the 20" annual "Creating Change" con-
ference in Detroit on February 6-10 at the Detroit Marriott Renaissance Center. The goal of the Task Force
is to give you the tools to do your best work on behalf of LGBT people and to transform our society so that
the diversity of human expression and identity is valued and honored.

Kate Clinton is acting as MC, and guest speakers include Julian Bond (head of NAACP) and Bishop
V.Eugene Robinson. Further information on the conference is available at:
http://www.thetaskforce.org/events/creating _change

The organizers are expecting 2000 attendees and are asking for 300 volunteers to help run the conference.
Volunteers must attend an orientation session on February 3 . The orientation sessions run one hour and
are scheduled from 12-6p.m. In exchange for every four-hour volunteer work-shift, you may attend the rest
of the day's sessions for no charge! And you are invited to attend a fabulous Volunteer Appreciation Party
after the conference closes Sunday evening. (Time and place to be announced.)

The Welcoming Congregation Committee is hoping to get a good group of volunteers from UUCF to support
this worthy effort! Sign up sheets will be posted in Adams Hall and we will arrange carpooling as needed.
For more information or questions, contact Cassandra Hartley at the church.

Volunteer opportunities include:

Room Monitors - people stationed in the room during each meeting to assist the speaker, set up the room
and distribute evaluations at the end.

Registration Volunteers — sit at the sign-in table to help register participants and answer basic questions.

Office/Phone/Clerical Assistance — volunteers are the liaison between the Task Force and the outside
world. They will take detailed messages, assist with making calls, faxing, copying, etc.

Errand Runners — will assist conference staff with all kinds of miscellaneous and last minute duties.

Office Breakdown — will assist Task Force Staff with taking down and packing the office at the close of the
conference on Sunday.
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Christmas in Salzburg

e

"Christmas in Salzburg" is the theme for the annual all-music semvibe &niversalist-Unitarian Church
of Farmington. Originally scheduled for Sunday, December 16th, the day of the snowtiseoperform-
ance has been rescheduled for Sunday, January 6, 2008 at 7:00 P.M. The program will fisatung m
several composers who made Salzburg famous for its music in the lanti8tarly 19th centuries.

Everyone associates Mozart with Salzburg, but there was a generation justhrefarhich influenced
and honed his inherent musical skills. His father Leopold Mozart was employkd bgurt as a musician.
Colleagues of Leopold included Michael Haydn, brother of the more-famous Joseph wihashedmired
all over Europe for his skill as a composer for the church; Michael Halgdhgsienwas the direct inspira-
tion for Mozart’s unfinished masterwork. Johann Ernst Eberlin also wrotedarhurch, and Mozart ex-
pressed his admiration for his choral works. It was a rich and varied msrsced, mostly overshadowed
by the genius of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.

The program for the all-music service includesihissa in G (Pastoralattributed to Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart, as well as two of the “Epistle Sonatas.” The term “pastoraéins that a Mass was intended for
the Christmas season and reflects the joy of the shepherds at the tesvMegsiah.

The program will open with Michael Haydnfgia de Passione Domini et Adventtnose parts were only
recently discovered; Linda Munch will be the soloist for this penitential worgnded for Lent or Advent.

The service will also feature selections from Michael Haydn'énWWeehten Responsorien, short pieces for
the hour of Matins, and selections of short organ versets by Johann Ernst Eberlin.

Norah Duncan, formerly of Blessed Sacrament Cathedral, will be guest contkadiorg the chorus and
an orchestra of strings and chamber pipe organ. Dr. Duncan is also the A€3epatinent Chair of the
Music Department at Wayne State University.




LY 1 #35"%& (&&$) *| L #
+
8
0 ) - .
6 .3, -, - ,80"8
0 , 0 3
2 . 5 9%#$ . 1 9%!$ : <2
- . - %
1) (("/& (&&$
) > >
/)y 2 -
0 -
8 %= * %=
)
%1- +$$1
@
0 .. +$%( .
I 0 1'1
2 - 0




Green Sanctuary News

UUCF now belongs to Michigan Interfaith Power and Light (MilPL), and we will be sharing news
from them in articles such as the following. One perk which Buildings and Grounds is anticipating
is the energy audit walkthrough with recommendations for saving energy in the church building.

Advantages for individual church members include discounts on Energy Star appliances pur-
chased at ABC Warehouse !

Please talk to Joan Olds or Julia Petro if you would like more information.
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Happy Membership Anniversary!!
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E-Mail — info@uufarmington.org

UUCF Website: www.uufarmington.org

Listen to sermons via the Internet:

Www.uusermons.com

Church Office Hours:
Monday—Friday  9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.
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Rev. Alexander RiegeMinister

Jennifer TeedDirector of Religious Education
Diana MunchMusic Director

Cheryl Krug ,Office Administrator/Magnet Editor

Magnet E-Mail: magnet@uufarmington.org
Barb Windsor Magnet Distribution

Next Magnet Deadline:
January 27, 2008



