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Wow!  Thanksgiving is past and Christmas is only four weeks away!  What in the world 
has happened to the time?!  I guess it is true that time flies when you are having fun, but I think 
it flies even faster when you are busy!  Yes, the hustle and bustle of the season is upon us, as if 
we needed a little extra craziness added to the juggling act that is our lives!  (Hmmmm… five 
exclamation points in a row… that ought to tell me something!  Make it six…) 

 

This autumn we’ve been speaking a fair amount about sanctuary here at UUCF.  What I 
want to suggest during this fun, meaningful, but stressful season is a slight spin on the notion of 
sanctuary.  I suggest that we all make it a practice to look for everyday wonders to remind us to 
stop whatever it is we are doing and participate in sanctuary for brief moments several times 
each day - perhaps we can call this “sanctuary light.” 

 

It really only takes a few minutes of quietude and silence to reorient us toward what truly 
matters in life, if we just remember to give ourselves the opportunity.  The look of a cardinal 
against the white snow, the snow itself, the clear blue sky, a rush of wind, can each remind us to 
take a few moments out of our day for “sanctuary light.” 

 

“Sanctuary Light” can do miracles.  It can calm us, refresh us, improve the quality of our 
interpersonal interactions, and remind us that we are human beings, not “human doings.”  We 
especially tend to lose track of this last fact, but a moment of sanctuary light can remind us of 
the pure, untrammeled experience of the wonder of merely being human. 

 

So, as you hustle and bustle about this overly busy holiday season, give yourself a daily 
gift of sanctuary light.  It sounds rather simplistic, even trite, but it will do wonders for you – if you 
let it! 

 

Namaste! 

 

Alex  
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by Rev. Alexander Riegel 



NOTICE: We will be having a congregational meeting 
at UUCF at 5:30 pm on Sunday, December 2nd. Among the 

items on the agenda will be a vote on proposed Bylaw 
changes. A Bylaw change requires a large quorum. Please 

make a special effort to attend this meeting.  
A potluck will follow the meeting. 

 

(Please look for the proposed bylaw changes elsewhere in the Magnet) 

WELCOMING CONGREGATION COMMITTEE 
 

The Welcoming Congregation Committee will meet on Wednesday, December 
19 at 6:30 p.m.  This committee focuses on making our GLBT members, friends and visitors welcome 
and on informing the entire congregation of GLBT oriented events at the church or in the larger com-
munity that they might find of interest.  A Nationwide Conference on Creating Change will be held in 
Detroit in February and many plans are already underway for it.  We will be looking for volunteers for 
many jobs in connection with this Conference, and will also be planning for a coffee house in March 
and other future events such as possible workshops and participation in local Pride events.  All 
UUCFers are invited to participate in committee meetings. 
 
For more information about the Committee contact Millie Foss or 
Terri Spencer at the church. 

 
**** December Service Times  ***** 

Mark Your Calendar 

�
 

Dec 2 9:30am & 11:00am Rev Kimi Riegel   

Dec 9 9:30am & 11:00am Rev Alex Riegel   

Dec 16 10:00am All Music Service Dessert Auction After Service 

Dec 23 10:00am Rev Alex Riegel   

Dec 24 7:00pm Service Multi-Generational 6:00pm Reception Before Service 

Dec 30 10:00am Terie Spencer   

Jan 6 9:30am & 11:00am Rev Alex Riegel   
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SENIOR SINGLES:  Will meet December 12 from 2:00 to 
4:00 PM in Adams Hall, with coffee and conversation for 
the 50-plus group.   Please note we will continue to meet on 
the second Wednesday of  each month.  Call Mary Hurd if 
you have any questions. 

 

 

 

The Women’s Group met the 2nd Friday of November.  We were 5 including a 
new lady, Susie. There were plenty of treats and coffee. We did a test for fun, 
brought in by Joan Ramsey. It was to see what our personalities were now. It 
was lengthy but fun.  We are thinking of doing a sacred circle in the future .   
Some of us are reading about forming a circle.  Come join us for a relaxing 
evening with the gals.  You can call Joan Ramsey for more information.  She 
has been our leader—if you will.  Hope to see you in December.  
Submitted by—Beverly Manheimer 
 

 

 
 
The Mystery Book Club will not meet in December. Our regular meetings 
will resume the fourth Monday in January (1/28/08). 

 
The Writer's Group will not meet in December. Our 
regular meetings will resume the third Monday in 
January (1/21/08). 



  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

At the November 15 meeting of the Daytimers, the social group for seniors at UUCF, we had two 
speakers.  Will Power of the Farmington Area Commission on Aging, gave us a presentation on 
identify theft.  He showed us a DVD about identify theft and left us some literature to help us deter 
having our identify stolen,  which is a serious problem in the United States.  The second speaker 
was Bob Hawkes, one of the Daytimers, who presented several DVDs on the new roundabouts that 
are being built on Oakland County roads.  The DVDs gave us information on how to drive onto and 
in the roundabouts.  Thank you, Will and Bob. 

  

We all ate our bag lunches during these presentations, and Beverly Manheimer provided the dessert 
which were delicious chocolate nut brownies that she had baked.  Thank you, Beverly. 

  

At the November meeting we planned our Christmas meeting which will be on Thursday, December 
20, at noon in Adams Hall.  We decided to have a potluck as we did last year.    Everyone who could 
come signed up for a dish to bring to the potluck.  I will telephone those who couldn't make it to the 
November meeting to find out what dish they would like to bring to the Christmas potluck.. 

  

We decided that each off us will also bring an $8 gift to the Christmas meeting for the gift exchange 
game.  We should each note on our gift whether it is for a male, for a female, or a unisex gift.  Nancy 
Hayden volunteered to lead the Christmas gift exchange game.   

  

A week or so after the November meeting, one of the Daytimers called me and suggested that in the 
spirit of Christmas that our group help out financially one of the homeless shelters in the Detroit 
area.  At the Christmas meeting she will tell us about a particular shelter, and I thought that at this 
meeting we could vote on whether we would like to take some money out of the Daytimers treasury 
this Christmas to buy food for this shelter for the homeless.   If we decide to make this donation,  

perhaps we should think about making a donation each Christmas in the future to a worthy cause as 
long as we have some extra funds in our Daytimers treasury. 

 

If you are age 50 or older, you are welcome to come join us at our Christmas get-together on  

December 20, or at any of the Daytimers meetings in the future, which are always at noon in Adams 
Hall on the third Thursday of each month.   

  

Happy Holidays from the Daytimers leader, Nancy Bailey 
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You may have noticed the new wainscoting flanking 
the walls of the meeting house.   There are a number 
of people that contributed to this building improvement, 
but none are more deserving of our thanks than Patrick 
Laird.  Patrick suggested wainscoting rather than 
patching and painting the walls.   Patrick purchased, 
transported, cut, and installed the wood.  All this on 
Nov 3rd, the day of the Michigan vs. Michigan State 
game!   

  

Bob Cataline was also a tremendous help.  He arrived 
early on the 3rd and assisted Patrick cutting, and in-
stalling the wainscoting.   He put in a lot of time and 
labor.  Then Patrick and Bob returned the next Friday 
to finish the wainscoting and install shoe molding.     

  

Hank Holst spent the day replacing a broken window, 
and then returned the next week to caulk the gaps in 
the wainscoting.    

  

Toni Davis, Paul Denawetz, Ryan Foy, Diane Noland, 
Ann Ford, and Barb Eglinton were the painting 
crew.   They primed and painted the wainscoting as 
quickly as Patrick and Bob could get it up.  Diane, 
Hank, and Barb worked until about 9:30pm cleaning up 
and vacuuming the Meeting House in order for it to be 
presentable for church the next morning.  Maureen 
Linker and Jackson also helped with the clean up and 
helped Patrick transport the wood. 

  

Thanks to all of you for a job well done.  You should be 
proud. 

 

-Barb Eglinton 
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Dear UUCF Family, 
 
Keith and I just wanted to say a very heartfelt thank 
you to all who prayed for the safe delivery of our son, 
who provided meals to us, housecleaning help, cards, 
gifts, friendship, and support.  Connor, Logan, and 
Phoenix are truly miracles for us with all of the  
fertility issues we had and to have such a supportive 
church family to help us through a difficult pregnancy, 
emergency delivery, and long recovery just made 
Phoenix's arrival all the more meaningful and enjoy-
able.  We are so blessed to have all of you in our lives. 
 
With much love and gratitude, 
Sherrie, Keith, Connor, Logan, and Phoenix  
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This Thanksgiving during the hustle and bustle of the meal prep, I sat in a quiet room and made place 
cards with my young niece and nephew.  With simple supplies, we created a special addition to the 
table décor, and suddenly Josh and Abby had a job too.  To me these are the special moments of the 
holiday.  Moments we intentionally create to bring us closer. We’ve decided to save the place cards 
to use next year, how fun it will be to pull them out and see how their handwriting has changed! 
 

After Thanksgiving dinner we watched “The Grinch”.  After the children were carried off to bed, we 
discussed how each year people all over the country tune into this movie, but tune out its primary 
message.  People still go out and spend too much money on holiday gifts, forgetting that just being 
with family and friends is what brings the greatest joy.  Our holidays should be based on celebrating 
memories and creating new traditions.  My mother, sister and I are looking forward to gathering soon 
to bake Christmas cookies, a holiday tradition we’ve created as busy adults.  This holiday, I encour-
age you to both engage in long time rituals and create new traditions to meet your family’s current 
needs. 
 

While being both environmentally friendly and not “buying” into the consumer frenzy this time of year.  
There still may be a time when you really want to buy a gift.  In this case, give the person something 
they would have bought anyway.  Every year my mom gives Eric and me a basket of groceries.  At a 
busy time of year it’s always nice to have a few extra groceries and goodies on hand.  Another great 
gift is something the person deserves, but wouldn’t do for themselves.   This is where gift certificates 
come in handy. 
 

Speaking of gifts, on December 9th our UUCF family will welcome another baby into our community.  
For this dedication I would like to invite children and youth to bring an object for the alter.  This object 
should be something meaningful to your child currently or when they were younger.  While picking an 
object, discuss with the child, our church community, how we are welcoming in a new member, and 
the responsibility your child has in this new child’s life.  One of their responsibilities is sharing, during 
the dedication children will be invited up to see the baby and leave their item at the alter.  The item is 
not a gift to the baby; you will take your child’s item at the end of the service.  However, this is a sym-
bolic gesture that your child will share in this baby’s life. 
 

Women Arise Party on Saturday December 15 th!   
Last year many of you joined us, or played an important part in making the party happen, we are 
counting on your interest and support again this year.  Your financial gift and donation of gently used 
toys will also be greatly welcomed. 

 

In Peaceful Song and Stories, 

Jennifer A. Teed  
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Could This Be You? 
 
Are the days flying by for you, as they are for me? We will already be in the month of November as you read this. 
The holidays will soon be here, but don’t panic. This is not a reminder to start shopping, decorating, etc. It is a 
request from the Social Events Committee for volunteers to assist with the sweets table for 
Christmas Eve. It has been decided that refreshments will be available before the Christmas 
Eve service this year instead of after.  If you would like to end the year taking advantage of 
the opportunity to minister/serve others, please call Mary Smith at the church. 

CAMPBELL LABELS UPDATE 
 
On November 6th I was assigned as an election worker to the Farmington Community 
School, which receives our Campbell Labels.  We were set up in the Gym and I was able 
to take a look at the two new tricycles recently purchased.  I must say, that compared to 
the regular trikes, these are like a super sturdy trucks.  The body is strong looking metal 
and the wheels are large and heavyweight rubber.  I felt proud that UUCF was a part of 
purchasing them.   
 
So let's keep bringing those labels coming in.   All Campbell products qualify, as well as, 
Swanson Chicken Broth, Pace Salsa, Pepperidge Farm (save the bar codes), Franco 
American and Prego (label or lid).  I make a quick stuffing using Pepperidge Farm and 
Swanson Broth  (30% less fat).   I doubt if it would pass muster at Tribute Restaurant, 
but it's fine for home eating. 
 
Millie Foss   

New UU Class 
 

Are you a visitor or a new member, or do you want to learn more about the UU tradition before becoming a 
member?  Then join us for the next session of “New UU” on Friday, December 14 from 7:00 – 9:30 PM and Sat-
urday, December 15 from 8 AM – 12 noon.  Childcare will be provided (with notice given by December 9).  
These classes cover information on Unitarian Universalism, as well as our Farmington church.  It also gives you 
a chance to ask questions about membership, meet with our professional leadership, take a tour of the facilities, 
and even explore your own personal religious journey.  To register, contact the church office at 248-478-7272 by 
December 9 or sign up at the Visitors’ Table in Adams Hall.   
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FROM THE PROGRAM COMMITTEE 
 

The Program Committee is back to our pre-sabbatical operations, now that we have 
only one Sunday per month to find speakers/programs for, instead of one per week!  
Still, we are always on the lookout for speakers with a UU message as well as fresh 
topics.  So, we invite you to come to us with topics or persons we can contact that will 
provide just that.  The committee consists of Barb Eglinton, Bob Tweadey, Ann Ford, 
and Cassandra Hartley.   See the December Services below. 
 
*****************************  NOTE SERVICE TIMES  *********************************** 
 

Dec 2  -  9:30am and 11:00am  
Rev Kimi Riegel – Minister at Northwest Unitarian Universalist Church and wife 
of Rev Alex.  Kimi will be preaching to us and Alex will preach at Northwest. 

 

Dec 9  - 9:30am and 11:00am  
Rev Alex is back in the pulpit.  

 

Dec 16  - 10:00am  
All Music Seasonal Program.   Come and enjoy 90 minutes of heavenly music. 

Our All Music service this year presents "Christmas in Salzburg." It will include music 
not only by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, but also selections by less-known com-
posers who were part of the extraordinary musical life of Salzburg in the late 18th 
and early 19th centuries. That was the setting which nurtured Mozart's genius. 
 
Norah Duncan, from Wayne State University will be conducting our choir, profes-
sional string orchestra and continuo organ, with soloists Linda Munch, Lynn 
Meisel, Ed Ambrose, and Henry Millat.  Evelyn Evon Callow and Diana Munch 
will open and close the service with Mozart piano duets 

 

Dec 23  - 10:00am  
Rev Alex in the pulpit.   

 

Dec 24  Christmas Eve   7:00pm     (6:00pm Receptio n before the service)  
Multi-generational Service  

  

Dec 30  - 10:00am  
Terie Spencer – Life’s Labyrinth 

 

This is a wonderful way to finish this calendar year.  Come celebrate with all of us!! 



 

UUSC Holiday Cards 
******************************** 

 
As families celebrate the tradition of Guest at Your Table, many are preparing for the holidays. You can share 
special holiday greetings with your loved ones, while helping to make a difference in our world, by purchasing 
UUSC holiday cards. Visit http://www.uusc.org/holidaycards today. 

 
Three beautiful new UUSC holiday cards are now available, including  an original design by Holiday Card 
Contest winner Megan Miley of Live Oak Unitarian Universalist Congregation, Goleta, Calif. Cards can be 
ordered on consignment or purchased directly.   

 
Proceeds from the sale of holiday cards help UUSC advance justice and work for basic human rights in the 
name of UU principles. Order your holiday cards today! 

Holiday Dessert and Gift Auction: 
 
Do you have a dynamite holiday dessert that everyone raves over? Do 
you have the handcrafted or newly purchased item that would make 
the perfect gift for someone else to give?  
 
Please bring them to church on Sunday, December 16th, for our annual fundraising Holiday Dessert 
(and now Gift) auction. Show off your baking, crafting, or shopping 
prowess, and help raise money for UUCF. 
 
The auction will be between services, so you’ll need to come to church by about 10:00 
that morning to drop off your goodies. You say you don’t have anything to auction?   Not a problem - 
just bring your checkbook and take something great home with you. Questions? 
Call Linda Brown.� 



Published Monthly by: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E-Mail – info@uufarmington.org 

UUCF Website: www.uufarmington.org 

Listen to sermons via the Internet:   

www.uusermons.com  

Church Office Hours:   
Monday—Friday     9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

 
 

Rev. Alexander Riegel, Minister 

Jennifer Teed, Director of Religious Education 

Diana Munch, Music Director 

Cheryl Krug , Office Administrator/Magnet Editor 

Magnet E-Mail:  magnet@uufarmington.org 

Barb Windsor -Magnet Distribution  

 

 

Next Magnet Deadline: 

December 23, 2007 
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Happy Membership Anniversary!! 


