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By Linda Brown, President 

 

Sanctuary:  1 : a consecrated place, 2 a (1) : a place of refuge and  
protection. 
 
Safe:  1 : free from harm or risk. 
 

As you’ve heard in recent services, Alex is spending time on the theme of sanctuary,  and 
how that concept can be embodied here at UUCF.  In keeping with that theme, Jennifer Teed and the 
RE committee have arranged for a workshop on Safe Congregations, to be held here at UUCF on 
October 27th.  Jennifer is providing more information on this special opportunity in her column (so 
please be sure to read up on it), but I also want to take this opportunity to urge you to attend if at all 
possible.  Obviously a key concern for us is to provide safety for our children (physically, mentally,  
and spiritually).  But the same holds for all of us – don’t we all wish for at least one place where we 
can feel safe?   Taking a half day to learn how to strengthen our safe church environment is an in-
vestment that benefits us all. 

On a different, but related, note – training like this is just one of the many program offerings 
here at UUCF.  Since it is October, you know that my next words will have something to do 
with………….the pledge drive.  Yes, it’s time once again for each of us to commit to funding all of 
the elements that make up UUCF.  It’s time to contemplate the place our church family holds in our 
lives, and determine what we can do to keep our vibrant programs strong.  In a few days, you’ll be 
receiving your pledge card (really a pledge sheet) and additional information regarding our funding 
needs for 2008.  When you get it, please don’t put it in the pile of “I’ll get to it later” mail.  Take just 
a few minutes to look over the information - there really isn’t that much (don’t forget to review the 
matching opportunity this year).  Then put that pledge sheet in a place you won’t forget it, until it’s 
time to bring it to church on Sunday, October 14th. 

The Fundraising committee is taking a different approach this year.  There is no face to face 
canvass.  And there won’t be a hard sell on October 14th, so it’s safe to attend.  Over the next two 
Sundays, members of the Fundraising committee will give you a few minutes of information during 
the services, and will be available for a talk back afterwards in case you have any questions.   That’s 
it.  That, and a brunch after the October14th services as a “pre –celebration” of our pledge success.  
Just bring your appetite and your pledge card to turn in that day, and you’ll be well fed, you’ll have 
the satisfaction of taking care of an important piece of business, and will be eligible for a raffle with 
the grand prize of two tickets to the Gold Plate dinner in December, or $100 in “auction dollars” at 
next year’s service auction.  We’re trusting that you’ll do all you can to ensure UUCF remains 
strong and serves your needs in 2008. 
Thank you!   
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Paybacks Are HE….re! 
 
 
 

The Social Action Committee needs volunteers to fulfill our commitment 
to the Extreme Clean Raffle winners. The ticket sales of $2000 enabled UUCF to sponsor a 
Rebuilding  Together house. 
 

Heidi and Brandon Whelling won 4 hours of work. Volunteers are needed Saturday, October 
20th, from 10:00 to 2:00 to spread mulch and do general cleaning. Volunteers can gather at the 
church parking lot at 9:30AM to carpool or go directly to their house near Orchard and Ten 
Mile. (Maps will be provided.)  Please bring gloves, rakes, shovels and if possible wheelbar-
rows.  
 

Sign up sheet is at the Rebuilding Together display in Adams Hall or contact Cassi Hartley. 

�

English Teacher and Program Coordinator for Transyl vania   
 

Entering its eleventh year, the English instruction program in Transylvania supports English language 
teaching for Unitarian ministry students at the Protestant Theological Institute in Cluj/Kolozsvar, Roma-
nia. The program is sponsored and administered by Meadville Lombard Theological School and is par-
tially funded by the Unitarian Universalist Partner Church Council.  

 

Meadville Lombard is seeking a half-time, permanent English Teacher/Coordinator to ensure English 
language proficiency among Unitarian ministerial students.  S/he will also work with ministerial interns 
from North America who will assist in the work.  

 

An ideal candidate will either be a native speaker of English or a non-native speaker who has studied 
the language at the highest level possible. This candidate should have several years’ experience 
teaching, have excellent communication skills and be able to delegate responsibilities effectively.  

The position opens January 2008. Review of applications will begin immediately and will be considered 
until October 31, 2007. For more information or to apply, please send a letter of interest and a CV to 
Steven Mitchell. 



  

 

 
 

The Daytimers, the seniors social group at UUCF, went on an outing for their September meeting.  On Thursday, Septem-
ber 20, 14 people carpooled to the Kruse and Muer restaurant on Main Street in Rochester for lunch.  I believe most, if 
not everyone, ordered seafood which is the specialty of this restaurant.  I myself was very pleased with their food, includ-
ing the delicious bread.  After lunch we drove one mile south to the Leader Dogs of the Blind in Rochester where around 
1:30 p.m. one more Daytimer joined the group making it a total of 15 people, and we saw a video about the work of the 
Leader Dogs, and then we were taken on a tour of the facility.  The Leader Dogs organization has determined that it cost 
about $36,000 to train each leader dog/blind person team.  Everything is free of charge to the blind person.  While 
each blind person is being trained with his dog, he lives at the facility.  All of the expenses of the Leader Dog organization 
are paid for by donations from Lions Clubs and others who make private donations.  No governmental help is re-
ceived.  Besides over one hundred employees, Leader Dogs has many hundreds of volunteers who exercise the full-
grown dogs, take care of the puppies who are raised to be leader dogs, and do many other volunteer duties.  After 
the tour, we visited their gift shop where some of the Daytimers made purchases, with all of the profit going to the Leader 
Dogs of the Blind. 
 

Our October meeting will be another outing, this one to the new River Walk along the Detroit River in downtown Detroit.  It 
will be Thursday, October 18.  Everyone who plans to carpool should be at the church at 11:00 p.m. so we can get down-
town fairly early so we miss the rush hour traffic later on as we drive home.  If you plan to drive by yourself, take the 
Lodge Freeway to the end which will be Jefferson Avenue.  Park underneath the street on Jefferson Avenue across from 
the City-County Building (Coleman Young Building) in the underground Ford garage.  The Daytimers treasury will pay 
everyone's parking cost which will be a maximum of $10 per car.  We should all meet at the River Walk on or before 
12:00 p.m. on the river at Hart Plaza not too far from the tall fountain.  Bring your bag lunches and something to 
drink.  Dessert will be provided by Nancy Hayden who will bring cookies.  I will have a a rolling cooler with ice in it, so if 
you meet at the church, you can put your drinks in my cooler to keep them cold. 
 

When you are downtown and come upstairs from the underground parking garage, you will be at Hart Plaza.  It's just a 
short walk to the river and the River Walk.  Paul and I checked out the River Walk a few weeks ago, and we found many 
places to sit and eat our lunches on the river at Hart Plaza.  There are picnic benches, park benches, and also concrete 
walls to sit on.  We should all be able to eat lunch near each other.  Afterwards those who want to take a short walk or a 
long walk may do so.  If you walk west from the Hart Plaza on the River Walk, it is a half mile to the west end.  If you walk 
east from the Hart Plaza, the walk is two and a half miles.  If you only want to walk a short distance, there are benches 
and concrete walls all along the walk.  Bathrooms are under Hart Plaza, at the Renaissance Center, and at the different 
parks along the River Walk as you walk east.  If you use the bathroom under Hart Plaza, I recommend that more than one 
person go together.  
 

Be sure to wear warm clothes if it is a cool or cold fall day.     
 

The Daytimers is a social group for UUCF members and friends age 50 and up, but all ages are invited to join us on this 
outing to the River Walk.  Daytimers and others who plan to attend, please call Nancy Bailey to tell her if you plan to go 
on this outing.  I also need to know if you plan to meet at the church or drive directly to downtown Detroit.  I will call the 
Daytimers who haven't called me. 
 

The November Daytimers meeting will be at the church at 12:00 noon on Thursday, November 15.  Please bring your bag 
lunches.  Dessert will be provided by a volunteer, and drinks are provided by the church.  At this meeting we will have two 
speakers.  Will Power of the Farmington Area Commission on Aging will make a short presentation, including a DVD, on 
identity theft.  One of our Daytimers, Bob Hawkes, will also be making a short presentation, including a DVD, on the new 
roundabouts that have been built on various roads in Oakland County.  Recently I drove two different times on the new 
roundabout on 15 Mile a mile or so east of Halstead, and it was a little bit hard to determine what I was supposed to do, 
although I safely got through the roundabout each time. 
 

Our meeting each month is on the third Thursday, usually at noon in Adams Hall.  We are a friendly group, and new peo-
ple are always welcome.  

  Information provided by Nancy Bailey 

 

 

 



 5 

 
 
 
 
 
�

�

�

���� �����	�� 
���� 
���� ����� ����� �	�

�	��
����������������

�

���� ����� ��� ���� �����	�� ��� �
�	����	�
������� �
� �� �� ����	�� ��� ���� �	 �����������
!
���� "��	� �	�� #���� ������ �	���� ����
������ �$� %��� &���'�� ����($�����	� �)��(
	����� ������ �
� ��*���	�� �����	��� +�		��
��	�� ���	� ���� ��������� $��� ���� $����� �����
����� ���� �����	� �	�� ����� $��� �� ,-.�...�
��	����� !
���� ������ ���� ���*� ������#����
���������$���������� ���*�����)*������	(
 ���*�((�	�
� 	������� �	�� �	����*����� �����
!
���� ��)��� ��� ����� ��� �	�� ����� ����
��	�
� ��)��� ����**���� �	� ���� �	�)�	��
��	$)���	���

�

/�� )�)��� ��� ����� ����� $��� ��		��� ���
��	���� 01�� ����� �	�� 2������3� ��� -45.� $���
��		����	������������������������)����$���
���� ����� ����)����	� ���6��7$�
�)� ��	'��8��	�
)�� $��� ��		���� ����� $��� ���� ����� ����)�(
���	��

�

"�	����� 2���	� 2���� �$� 
�)� �� �� �	
�
9)�����	���

 Another Successful M-DOT Clean Up  
 

16 people came out on Saturday Sept 8 for the 
M-DOT highway clean up.  We cleaned our entire 
stretch in 4 hours, I-696 between Farmington Rd 
and Halsted Rd, east and westbound!  A Big 
Thank You goes out to Barry Brown, Joan Olds, 
Betty Marshall, Barb Eglinton, Rob Horn, 
LeeAnne Leaver, Hank Holst, Sally Richards, 
George Rourk, Tom Livingston, William Watson, 
Linda Brus, Pat Blackard, Pat Morrill, and a Spe-
cial Thank You to 2 High Schoolers, Nick 
Livingston and Dayna Eglinton.  Meijers provided 
donuts, muffins, and water for the crew - Thanks 
to Meijers too.  Way to go UUCFers!  

- Green Sanctuary Committee 

Playground Renovation 
 
 
 
Thank You to for all who helped with the 
playground mulch project on Aug 26: 
Patrick Laird, Robbie Beane, Jason Bryce, 
Marc Bay, Jim Tedesco, Bob Guzick, Deb 
Christianson, Gloria Tweadey, Maureen 
Linker, Diane Noland, Cassi Hartley, Jim 
Richard, Bob Cataline, Hank Holst, Tom 
Headrick, and Jennifer Teed.  And finally - 
Thanks to Jason and Melinda Bryce for 
finding the wonderful FREE sandbox and 
to Hank Holst, George Rourk, Rob Horn, 
and Jason Bryce treking down to Livonia 
on Sept 8 and bringing it back to church, 
after picking trash for M-DOT!  You guys 
are amazing!  And the playground looks 
FABULOUS!  
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What is COACH? 
 

Introducing a new and important committee at UUCF:  The Committee on the Assessment of 
Congregational Health, or COACH for short, was approved at last December's Congregational 
meeting as part of by-law changes. The six-member committee  is currently made up of Lisa 
Hayhow (chair), Marc Bay, Alison Beland, Patrick Laird, Sarah Radke and Leslie Travis.  Two 
members rotate off each year, replaced by new members selected through the joint efforts of the 
Executive Board, Minister and Director of Religious Education. 

  

The COACH replaces the former Committee on the Ministry.  The intent was to have the COACH 
charged with a broader task: evaluating the health and well-being of the entire church functional-
ity, rather that just the relationship between the church and the minister.  This idea is a reflection 
of desire to implement current approved Congregational Goal 

#2: "Nurture Each Other to be a Church of Friends."  The committee meets monthly, frequently 
including Alex and Jennifer at their meetings. 

 

If you have any comments, unmet needs, great ideas or anything else to share, please feel free 
to approach any COACH member.  

The Welcoming Congregation Committee will meet on Wednesday, October 17 at 6:30 pm.  This  

committee focuses on making our GLBT members, friends and visitors welcome and on informing the entire  

congregation of GLBT oriented events at the church or in the larger community that they might find of interest.   

We will also be planning other future events such as possible workshops, movie nights (see below), and  

participation in local Pride events.  All UUCFers are invited to participate in committee meetings. 
 

MOVIE NIGHT:  Saturday, November 10 at 7:30 pm:  Torch Song Trilogy.  1988  120 minutes   Rated R.    

Harvey Fierstein's prizewinning play of the same title couldn't be more suited to film, but this comedy drama is  

not for everyone.  Fierstein plays Arnold Beckoff, an insecure female impersonator looking for that one,  

all-encompassing relationship.  Anne Bancroft is his unbending Jewish mama.  The musical numbers in the  

gay nightclub are classy and clever.  Featuring a young Matthew Broderick and Brian Kerwin.  FREE.   

Bring your own snacks and drinks. 
 

For more information about the Committee or Movie Night contact Millie  

Foss or Terie Spencer at the church. 



MDOT: A First-Timer Joins the Trash Team   by Hank Holst 

 

You know how there are those things you just “know you ought to do”, but they don’t sound all that 
appealing and you’re already swamped with other things…? Well, that was the MDOT highway 
cleanup project for me. So this month I made the effort to carve out that Saturday morning and join 
the crew. I brought my long pants/shirt and gloves, and arrived to find a dozen folks already there, 
ready to go. We reviewed highway safety and donned our orange vests, and we drove out onto the 
freeway. 
 

My first impression was “this isn’t too bad! There’s not that much trash, and the trucks make a nice 
breeze as they pass!”…Then we found “the cooler”…..never again in my life will I ever purchase a 
Styrofoam cooler…the little pieces go EVERYWHERE! There were shredded pieces of tires all 
along our route, and every other kind of trash from fast food containers to personal items that shall 
go unmentioned here. Let’s just say it was quite the eye-opening day! There was plenty to keep us 
busy. 
 

My lasting impression, however, was a bit deeper. I learned that many more of us are rolling up our 
sleeves and getting messy to give back to our community. I learned that the businesses along the 
north side of I696 often clean the freeway where it meets their property. I had a chance to talk to 
some new people and laugh, joke, commiserate, share, and build on existing friendships. I got 
some exercise…and even stopped to admire a few wildflowers. For many reasons, it’s as beautiful 
a world as we make it, and I for one am richer for the investment. I highly recommend it to all. 

 

 
        Make Music – Have Fun! 
 

Brandon Faber is accepting new students for private piano study. Since graduating from Kalamazoo College in 
2007, Brandon is teaching beginning to advanced piano  students in his home studio in Union Lake and Ander-
son Music at Grand River and Haggerty. Contact Brandon through the church. 

The Earth Friendly Craft Fair was a success ! 
 

We had a great bakesale, a clown painting faces, and lots of materials and ideas 
for kids to make things in the children's activity tent.  Musicians Michael Krieger, 
Cindy and Paul Simmons, and Trail Mix trio.....all donating their time and talent to 
give us a wonderful environment.  We had a wide variety of crafters/artists, some returning from last year, and 
some new.  This year our new banners, hung on the outside of tents along Halsted, created quite a stir on Hal-
sted, as people driving by slammed on breaks and pulled in to see what this was all about.  Many folks had 
seen our listings in local papers, or flyers handed out all over the area.  We had shoppers return looking for the 
crafters from last year, for more gifts.  Attendees have called for Sunday Service information, and will be 
checking out our church !  Thanks to all the volunteers who made this possible, Leah Baker for her publicity 
committee's hard work getting the event listed in papers all over, and to Susan Lightner for her calls to get the 
construction equipment taken out of the lower lot. 

Well done ! 
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SENIOR SINGLES:  Will meet October 10  from 2:00 to 4:00 PM in Adams Hall, with 
coffee and conversation for those 50 or better.  Please note that we are meeting 
WEDNESDAY instead of Thursday in an effort to avoid conflicts for some of our 
members.  Any questions?  Call Mary Hurd at the church. 

Michigan Baroque presents  an evening of English songs and instrumental music from three 
generations of composers: John Dowland, the moody expatriate Elizabethan, Robert Johnson, 
collaborator with Shakespeare, Beaumont and Fletcher, and Henry Purcell, the multi-talented, 
keyboard virtuoso. All three were fabulously popular songwriters in their time, and played a role 
in defining the English baroque. Linda Munch, Soprano, Marilyn Fung, Viola da Gamba, Diana 
Munch, Harpsichord, will be joined by Lutenist, Evan Plommer, and will play a wide selection of 
songs and instrumental music spanning much of the 17th Century. 
 
The concert will take place at 7:00 pm on Sunday, October 28, 2007 at the  
Universalist-Unitarian Church of Farmington, 25301 Halsted Road, Farmington Hills, MI 48335. 
 
Tickets are $15 for adults, $12 for seniors, and $5 for students and will be available at the door 
at 6:30 pm For more information, contact Diana through the church office.    
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From CUUPS: 

 

Samhain –  
Honoring Our Ancestors  
Friday, October 26, 7 p.m. 
 
During this time of year, we gather to 
honor those who have come before us, 
family, cultural and/or spiritual ancestors 
who have inspired our lives. CUUPS in-
vites you to join us in this ritual. Please 
bring a photo or other memento to 
share. Potluck to follow. See you there! 
 

 
CAMPBELL LABELS  

REMINDER 
 

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR NEW CAMP-
BELL'S LABELS COLLECTION BOX?  The 11:30 
grades 1-5 class did a great job of refurbishing the old box.  
Now we just need YOU to fill it with labels for the prod-
ucts pictured on the box.  Things like Pepperidge Farm 
Cookies and Stuffing, Pace Salsa, Franco American 
(Spaghettios, etc.), Prego Sauces and Swanson Broths.  
Not to mention Campbell Soup, Juices, Chili, Gravy.  Sub-
mit the front part of the label on cans, and cut out the bar 
code on boxes and bags. If you're not sure what part of the 
box or can to submit, give me a call. A quart size zipper-
lock bag will hold many, many labels, keep them flat, and 
take up little space in a kitchen drawer (and make it much 
easier for the School's volunteer tote person to count the 
points). 
 

The labels go to the Farmington Community School, on 
Shiawassee, which has Early Childhood Classes and 
Headstart programs.  They are used to obtain special items 
for the gym.  The latest purchase is two special tricycles 
with rubber wheels, which will last much longer than the 
more common (and cheaper) plastic wheels. 
 

Give me a call for more information or visit 
www.labelsforeducation.com.  The collection box is usu-
ally in the entryway during  Sunday services, otherwise at 
the foot of the stairs on the Adams Hall level, on top of the 
chest for Neighborhood House donations. 
 

Millie Foss   

    

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The first meeting of Nietzsche's Nook will 
be on Sunday, October 14th after the 11:00am 
service in the Marge Brown room.   
 
Everyone is invited to attend.  Nietzsche's 
Nook is an adult philosophy reading &  
discussion group.   
 
No prior experience in philosophy is required!   
 
For more information contact Maureen Linker 
through the church office. 
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E-Mail – info@uufarmington.org 

UUCF Website: www.uufarmington.org 

Listen to sermons via the Internet:   

www.uusermons.com  

Church Office Hours:   
Monday—Friday     9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

 
 

Rev. Alexander Riegel, Minister 

Jennifer Teed, Director of Religious Education 

Diana Munch, Music Director 

Cheryl Krug , Office Administrator/Magnet Editor 

Magnet E-Mail:  magnet@uufarmington.org 

Barb Windsor -Magnet Distribution  

 

 

Next Magnet Deadline: 

October 28, 2007 
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