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EXCCULLVE EXCUISIONS

By Linda Brown

So, this is my first column for the Magnet as
president. It's a tremendous pleasure that |
have such positive things to talk about.

Can you believe it? Six months ago we had a
“bon voyage” party to see Reverend Alex off on
his sabbatical. And now, here we are getting
ready to welcome him back in the pulpit in less
than two weeks (Sunday, August 5". | hope
you're also planning on attending the UUCF
annual potluck/picnic after church that day for
lots of food and fellowship and to celebrate
Reverend Alex’s return.

Before Alex started his time away, he told us
that we would do fine while he was gone, and
that it was important for us to realize that
UUCF didn’t have to revolve solely around our
minister. But | think many of us were skeptical.
This was the first time that our congregation
had experienced a ministerial sabbatical, and
the longest time in many years that we would
be without a minister in the pulpit. None of us
knew what to expect. But, six months later,
although | missed Reverend Alex and his
thought provoking sermons, I'm pleased and
proud of how well we did on our own.

This was due largely to all the countless hours
so many of you spent planning for, and then

keeping things going. Let’s start with the Sab-
batical Support Team — Harry Munson (chair),
Susan Breen, Ann Ford, Maureen Linker, Joan
Olds, and George Rourk — who coordinated the
entire effort. Next — Barb Eglington and the
Program Committee who arranged for six
months of Sunday speakers and occasional
musical guests (with Barb cheerfully at church
almost every Sunday). Of course, there are all
of you who shared your thoughts as guest
speakers (or helped bring a guest speaker in),
members of the Writer's Group who wrote
“View From the Pew” in place of Alex’'s Magnet
column, and members of all the other commit-
tees who kept things humming along. To ALL
of you, thank you for a job well done.

Finally, there’s each and every one of us who
continued to come on Sunday mornings, attend
the rich variety of programs, and contribute our
time and energies. As | looked around at the
full pews, | was reminded of how strong our
connection is to each other. So, join us on Au-
gust 5™ for service and the picnic. And while
we celebrate Reverend Alex’s return, don’t for-
get to take a moment to pat yourself on the
back for your part in making this such a vibrant
community. | think we are stronger as the re-
sult of the past six months. Again — well done!
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GREEN SANCTUARY NEWS
MDOT Trash Pickup

Good news--15 energetic folks turned out for our highway trash pickup on July 14,
and we were able to finish our section by noon as planned. Big thanks, congrats
and pats on the back are due to Wendy Betway, Pat Blackard, Barry Brown, Linda
Brown, Brian Church, Barb Eglinton, Ann Ford, Betty Hatton, Renzo Huchinson, Katie
Kent, Julia Petro, Jim Snideman, Shannon Snideman, Terie Spencer and Gloria
Tweady. Special acknowledgements to our three teens, Brian, Katie and Shannon-
you were awesome -- thanks for all your help!

Hope lots of folks will mark their calendars for our final pickup of the year on
September 8.
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Scrapbooking

Please join the RE Committee

for its first Scrapbooking Event! B.Y.O.P.
(Bring your own pictures) and join us for a fun-
filled evening on August 11th from 1:00 until
midnight in Adams Hall. We will be working
on our own pictures from 1:00 until 4:30. We
will break for carry-out dinners from 4:30 until
6:00. From 6:00 until midnight, we would like
to get some volunteers to come help us get
our RE pictures into a scrapbook so we can
show off our wonderful children to the congre-
gation. This will also give our children a won-
derful momento to look at and remember their
significant roles they played in our church
community as they are growing into
adults. Please contact Sherrie Arnoldy at the
church.  We hope to make this a regular

event!
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to the Playground Work Crew!!

Nine UUCF men did an excellent job of
moving the "playground mulch project" for-
ward on Monday the 16th of July. We
trenched around the periphery of the mulch
area and put 2x8 edge boards in place. We
also used a rototiller in the areas around the
tires and the play structure to loosen the soil.
This was the second work day on this project
and there is one yet to go.

Thanks to Bob Cataline, Gary Hurst,
Charles Baber, Bob Tweadey, Steve Curtin,
Paul Bailey, Paul Denawetz, and Tom Hed-
rick.

- George Rourk
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We had our last two meetings at the church. For our June meeting Priscilla Fleming provided a car-
rot cake for the dessert - thank you, Priscilla. For our July meeting Beverly Manheimer provided a
vanilla and chocolate birthday cake for our celebration of Joan Larson's 88th birthday. Thank you,
Beverly, for arranging for the birthday cake. Our next meeting will also be at the church on August 16
at noon.

We have been discussing some possible outings. As of now, we plan to go to a presentation by
the Leader Dogs for the Blind in Rochester for our September meeting. They will explain how they
train the leader dogs; the presentation will take about 1 1/2 hours. Before going to the Leader Dogs
School, we will eat lunch together at a restaurant in Rochester.

For our October meeting we may take our bag lunches and eat at the new Detroit River Walk on the
Detroit River.

At at upcoming meeting we will have a short presentation by the Farmington Area Commission on
Aging concerning Identify Theft. Also, Bob Hawkes will present a DVD which will explain how to
drive on the new round-a-bouts that are being developed in Oakland County. The first one will be at
Maple Road (15 Mile) and Drake.

If you are at least 50, come join the Daytimers on the third Thursday of each month. We meet in Ad-
ams Hall at noon. We bring bag lunches from home, and one of our ladies provides a dessert for the
group. Dot Baggett has volunteered to bring the dessert for the August meeting.

Information provided by Nancy Bailey
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About your Statements!

You may have noticed that in your last statement the Service Auction payment had the
symbol "TD" after it, for "Tax deductible”. This was an error.

We apologize for the confusion. Service Auction donations are never tax deductible as
you receive something for your money. Your next statement will have the

correction. — Finance Committee.
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The leaves will be changing color; the days will be warmthecdhights cool. Come to the Wiscon-
sin Northwoods, the land of beautiful woods and water; come seedhs and the eagles! The
Northwoods UU Fellowship in Woodruff Wisconsim{w.nuuf.con) invites you to join us the
weekend oSeptember 28-30, 200% experience the most glorious time of year. You will stay with
a UU family for two nights; enjoy breakfasts and Friday dinmigh your hosts and join the congre-
gation for a special dinner with entertainment on Saturday nightSafurday, you can participate in
any of our planned activities, such as hiking, fishing, birding, amggand more, or you can go ex-
ploring on your own. On Sunday, join us for our worship service before youhoe@e. The cost of
$300 per couple (singles and families are welcome at spetgal & well!) will help support the
new expansion of our building. For more information or to make resemgationtact Joan Hauer at
hauerj@verizon.nadr call 715-356-6540.




HEARTLAND DISTRICT CHALICE LIGHTER GRANT PROGRAM
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Help Spread the Light of Unitarian Universalism! Become arttend District Chalice Lighter!
This program gives small grants to Heartland District churtidrespecific purposes. There are three
calls a year (Winter, Spring and Fall), and you can pledge as little as $ddcfocall.

The Fall 2006 grant went to the UU Church in Fort Wayne, to increadeE Director to 24 hours a
week since RE attendance has more than doubled since the previogs $praddition, they have
many new members and friends and want to provide training for the DRE anddeacher

The Winter 2007 grant was divided between two congregations irgréeger Cincinnati area.
Northern Hills U-U Fellowship received one third of the monies ctdldto help hire a part time RE
Director and build their growing RE program. St. John's UnitaCiaurch received two thirds of the
monies, which will be used to augment other funding received for &ropotrary Second Sunday
worship service to attract more young adults and families towirgg and increasingly diverse con-
gregation.

Since the Winter 2007 call, no new qualifying applications werdweddor the Spring 2007 grant
and the Heartland Extension Committee has decided to split the gsdtem the Spring call be-
tween the Winter Grant grantees.

As required, both recipients are Fair Share congregations for &hdiAthe Heartland District, and
both have at least 10% of their members participating as Chalice Lighters.

WE DO NOT HAVE 10% MEMBERSHIP IN CHALICE LIGHTERS. HEREFORE, WE ARE
NOT ELIGIBLE TO APPLY FOR A GRANT. CHALICE LIGHTERBROCHURES ARE AVAIL-
ABLE IN THE RACK NEAR THE CHURCH ENTRANCE. LOOK FORHE VERY LARGE
BLUE DOUBLE-CIRCLE CHALICE LOGO ON THE TOP OF THE COVER.

Millie Foss, UUCF Chalice Lighter Liaison



"Wednesdays at Eight" Summer Music Series
NARDIN PARK METHODIST CHURCH
29887 Eleven Mile Road just west of Middlebelt

During the summer, Wednesdays at Eight provides Wednesday evening con-
certs.

Starting at 8:00 PM in the air-conditioned comfort of our sanctuary, each
one-hour concert is free! For 2007 we are featuring the following artists
and musical groups:

August 1- Bob Milne, Ragtime Piano

Bob Milne has been designated as a "National Treasure" by the Library of Congress following his
three days of filmed interviews in 2004. Also given the title of "Musical Ambassador" by the United
States Department of State, Bob has played goodwill concerts of American Ragtime Piano Music
throughout Japan. His 225 annual concerts feature the timeless music of Scott Joplin, James P.
Johnson, Eubie Blake, and others. A great concert on our 9' 4"

concert grand piano.
August 8 - Mandy Grezszak, Saxophone Virtuoso

Mandy Grezesak was 11 years old when she first picked up the saxophone in her middle school
class. Today, the 22-year old West Branch (MI) native has performed at the World Saxophone
Congress of 2006 in Slovenia and studied for 3 months in France with world-renowned performer
Jean-Yves Forurmeau. A CMU graduate, Mandy performs using 5 instruments, including the
smallest saxophone called a soprillo, of which she is one of the rare international experts.

For more information contact Millie Foss at the church.
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Meet our Newest Member
\1,
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Welcome!
Yvonne Scharfenaker

Yvonne who is originally from Ohio spent most of her life
in Dearborn. In 2005 she sold her house and moved into
a condo with her longtime friend and UUCF member
Sondra Forest. Yvonne has three grown sons and two
daughters, all born during the 1950’s. She now has eight
grandchildren. Last year she retired from her Laurel Park
Mall retail job where she worked since 1987.

During the day Yvonne tends to the condo and likes to
meet wih friends and former coworkers. She also likes to
work in the garden and go for walks.

At UUCF Yvonne has helped with the Seder dinner
where she and Jennifer Teed had a reading together.
She has also volunteered to help with the craft fair in
September. Yvonne would also like to get involved with
the mystery book club.

"Hanging tough" through rehabilitation
from my recent knee replacement was

CAMPBELL LABELS
REMINDER

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR NEW CAMP-
BELL'S LABELS COLLECTION BOX? The 11:30
grades 1-5 class did a great job of refurbishing the old boj}.
Now we just need YOU to fill it with labels for the prod-
ucts pictured on the box. Things like Pepperidge Farm
Cookies and Stuffing, Pace Salsa, Franco American
(Spaghettios, etc.), Prego Sauces and Swanson Broths.
Not to mention Campbell Soup, Juices, Chili, Gravy. Su
mit the front part of the label on cans, and cut out the b
code on boxes and bags. If you're not sure what part of t
box or can to submit, give me a call. A quart size zippe
lock bag will hold many, many labels, keep them flat, and
take up little space in a kitchen drawer (and make it much
easier for the School's volunteer tote person to count the
points).

The labels go to the Farmington Community School, o
Shiawassee, which has Early Childhood Classes a
Headstart programs. They are used to obtain special items
for the gym. The latest purchase is two special tricycles
with rubber wheels, which will last much longer than the
more common (and cheaper) plastic wheels.

Give me a call for more information or visit
www.labelsforeducation.com. The collection box is usu
ally in the entryway during Sunday services, otherwise
the foot of the stairs on the Adams Hall level, on top of the
chest for Neighborhood House donations.

Millie Foss

made easier for me because of the caring

telephone calls and cards | received.

Thank you all so much! The visitors who

came to see me at Plymouth Court were
bright spots in some tedious days, and

much appreciated also.

—Joan Olds
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E-Mail — info@uufarmington.org

UUCF Website: www.uufarmington.org

Listen to sermons via the Internet:
WWW.UUSErmons.com

Church Office Hours:
Monday—Friday  9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.

Rev. Alexander RiegeMinister

Jennifer TeedDirector of Religious Education
Diana MunchMusic Director

Cheryl Krug ,Office Administrator/Magnet Editor

Magnet E-Mail: magnet@uufarmington.org
Barb Windsor Magnet Distribution

Next Magnet Deadline:
August 26, 2007



