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When the writer’s group was asked to do
the ‘View from the Pew’ during Alex’s sabbatical, it
was the time of year when the literal view from the
pew ( or at least my favorite pew) was of the grey
tree skeletons and grass getting brown. This Janu-
ary, there was little if any snow, so the sometime
winter wonderland we see was missing along with
the usual cold. We all took a month as our assign-
ment and | got July and somehow was able to put
the task out of my mind for a while. It seemed like
July would never come since we were still waiting
for winter in January.

Well, time passed and winter did come. By
February, people were not talking much about
global warming as an immediate fact in our lives.
The snow was on the ground and we had a few of
these wonderful winter days where all the trees
were blanketed with pristine, sparkling snow.
Slowly in March, signs of spring emerged and | saw
the slight tinge of green in tree branches and the
greening of the grass. As | took pleasure in the
seasonal changes of my literal view, | began to
think about what changes | have made in the way |
look at the world in recent years.

One of the things that | have heard in one
form or another for most of my life has been to
‘stop and smell the roses’. Pay attention to the mo-
ment. It is been one of the themes | have heard so
often in the past. Somehow when | heard the same
message at UUCF | found that | am now able to do
it at times. | am beginning to understand how
much | miss by not taking just a bit of time to bene-
fit from slowing down.

"A Moment In Time"

iew From The Pew

by Marsha McCullough

Last year while visiting my son, lan, in
Nashville at Thanksgiving, | had one of those ordi-
nary days filled with little moments of intense im-
pressions. It was about 70 degrees and my grand-
son, Max, decided that he wanted to use his wad-
ing pool. Both lan and his wife, Carol, were busy
with other chores and | volunteered to watch Max.
And this is some of what | saw:

Cleveland Park Neighborhood, Nashville

Backward bill caps,

Black shirts and bling,

Baggy jeans.

Braids and bellyshirts,

Walkin® with tight jeans.

Front porch men with brown paper bags

Workin’ on cars in the street

Ramshackle, rickety shops and broken down barbeque
In the hood.

Lookin’ at cardigans, khakis and

Cream colored cashmeres

Walkin’ dogs on leashes.

Babies in strollers and moms making play dates.
Bright Christmas colors in retro deco

With backyard benches and decorated decks,
Cozy cappuccino cafes and trendy Thai take out.
Gentrification.




Our summer program is off to a great start! The childrehymuth are looking forward to sharing our play
at a fall worship service. We’ve only been telling the stdryhe Woman Who Outshone the Sona few weeks,
and already the kids know it well! Attendance is so high; | hope more of you will vetuntaelp out.

Last week, we experienced being part of an interconnected weliodaed around a rainbow string and no-
ticed what happened when someone pulled or dropped the string. Thesdedeautiful tissue paper flowers; you
will see many of them on Lucinda’s skirt in the fall! If yoaught a glimpse of Ellen and her mom working side by
side, you'd have seen how much children of all ages enjoyed this project!

This past Sunday we acted out the story together. | expecta@eeavould want (what | assumed to be)
the “lead” part- Lucinda. It was amazing to me how childrenyamuth each volunteered to fill a unique role. Don
even wondered if we could have micro-organisms in our play, andftaaar youngest girls volunteered- and played
their roles quite well, | must say! Instead of one faithfublga friend, we ended up with two. Chris wondered if he
could be the horse; he remembered the horse in the picture book. A obopr middle school youth volunteered
to be our water- many children had ideas of how to create dber ¥or our play. Marissa showed us how to make
water with our arms. “Lucinda and the fish could be behind @ lahge sheet” suggested Madeline. “We could
have two pieces of fabric, with four people holding and waving them ha&nchiaracters could stand in the middle”,
suggested Dayna. After acting out the story, we sat down wéttye parachute. Each taking hold, we waved it uj
and down; it reminded us of water. Some youth decided to go outside amiliegarachute play; however; most
decided to stay inside and we created stuffed fish, microorgamisthother sea creatures! Kayden had a good id
for the play: “All your moms can make your costumes”, suggestingnoen make her fish costume. Ella also had
ideas regarding Lucinda’s costume... her long, flowing black haidcbelmade by braiding yarn, and when the
fish swim in her hair, we could stick them there with Velcro.

I hope the high school youth will be as interested in their surprogram as the younger ones are. They’ve
just got started; I'm looking forward to seeing what social gestssues they are interested in and what project(:
they decide to do. One exciting thing (continuing with their lesiderdevelopment they started last fall); Katie has
planned a trip to a local high ropes course.... I'm so proud of heefongthe idea, doing the research, communi-
cation and planning all on her own. Now that’s youth leadership!

Our congregation has a lot to be proud of. I'm learning that more anel @ach day. The recent High
School Graduation and RE Volunteer recognition service sure exemplified that.

Yes, it was a bit long, but if there is ever a time to dittla longer for a church service; it should be to recognize
and appreciate those in our own beloved community. (But not to waxy,year we won't try to do both of these
important pieces in one service). At the service we passddrget-me-not flower seeds; we hope everyone tool
one. | hope those of you who haven't helped out this year will cordoileg something next year. We certainly
need Sunday morning classroom teachers; however; as | shanedsatice, all areas of church volunteer ministry
relate back to our children. Rev. Kimi Riegel said it b&stery thing we do within the church is religious educa-
tion for ourselves and all the others gathered, no matter treeirlag the way we run our meetings, it is the way we
treat each other at coffee hour...”

Congregation, you are beautiful. Congregation, you are strong, wondelfelwith. Help us carry on, Congrega-
tion, hear our loving song.

In Peaceful Song & Stories, ) X

. 7,
Jennifer A. Teed %\\(?34






Please join the RE Committee

for its first Scrapbooking Event! B.Y.O.P.
(Bring your own pictures) and join us for a fun-
filled evening on August 11th from 1:00 until
midnight in Adams Hall. We will be working
on our own pictures from 1:00 until 4:30. We
will break for carry-out dinners from 4:30 until
6:00. From 6:00 until midnight, we would like
to get some volunteers to come help us get
our RE pictures into a scrapbook so we can
show off our wonderful children to the congre-
gation. This will also give our children a won-
derful momento to look at and remember their
significant roles they played in our church
community as they are growing into
adults. Please contact Sherrie Arnoldy at the
church. We hope to make this a regular
event!
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7:30- 11:00 PM

7:30 PM OPEN MIC SIGN-UP
8:30 PM SCHEDULED PERFORMERS

SIGN UP FOR OPEN MIC-
SING, PLAY, JUGGLE, TELL JOKES- ANYTHING!
(OR JUST COME AND ENJOY THE PERFORMANCEYS)

$5 SUGGESTED DONATION

QUESTIONS? WANT TO PERFORM OR HELP OUT?
CALL TERIE SPENCER AT THE CHURCH.




Upcoming Services

Can it be July??? Indeed it is, and your Program Committee is continuing to present thoughtful and
challenging speakers and subjects. One wonderful aspect of our congregation is that we are fortu-
nate to have members and guests who are able to present their thoughts on a variety of topics. One
such guest, Dennis Slotnick, was “home-grown” here at UUCF. Please remember to mark your cal-
endar that 10:00 AM Sunday services will continue through September 9.

The Program Committee will, on average, plan one service a month after Rev. Alex returns. We
would appreciate your input as to topics or persons you might wish to hear in our pulpit.

July 1 Cassandra Hartley. “The Hebrew Bible and Homo __ phobia.”

Cassandra will discuss some of the passages from the Bible which have been used to promote intol-
erance in the debate over gay rights. We will come away with an appreciation of in-depth interpreta-
tions that will give us more understanding of that ancient book.

July 8 William Watson. “Is there Life After Death”
This huge question will be explored through the use of studies conducted in the name of science, re-
ligion and personal experience.

July 15 Dennis Slotnick. “The Science Of World Peace and Our Call To

Action. (The proof is in the peacemaking.)"*

Extended Title: What the scientific research says about the evolution of human consciousness from
individual awakening to influence of group consciousness and how to create world peace.

Dennis Slotnick (age 54) is the son of the 35-year member of the UUCF, Virginia Slotnick. He was
brought up as a Unitarian Universalist and attended the Unitarian Universalist church of Farmington.
He has his Undergraduate degree from the University of Michigan, School of Natural Resources
(1975) and a Masters degree from Wayne State University (1980) in Secondary Science Education.
He teaches Environmental Science and Biology in Oregon, Ohio and is the state coordinator for the
Ohio campaign for a U.S. Department of Peace and Non-Violence. His wife, Betsy and two daughters
and live in Genoa, Ohio.

July 22 Hannah Donigan “Why Religion?”
What is religion? Is religious belief innate or acquired? How is belief in God connected to relig-
ion? Do atheists have religious or spiritual values?

July 29 Tom Headrick “Am | Not More?”

Are we are no more than a soup of chaotic atoms? Come and hear what a group of philosophers
called "Materialist," believe about human beings and chaos.




% " I # $

SENIOR SINGLES , July 12: The 50-plus group will meet in
Adams Hall from 2:00 to 4:00 PM for coffee and conversatiuon.
We're adding some FOOD FOR THOUGHT to the menu this month.
Call Mary Hurd at the church for more information.

Mystery book Club
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HEARTLAND DISTRICT CHALICE LIGHTER GRANT PROGRAM

Help Spread the Light of Unitarian Universalism! Become arttend District Chalice Lighter!
This program gives small grants to Heartland District churtitvespecific purposes. There are three
calls a year (Winter, Spring and Fall), and you can pledge as little as $d4cfocall.

The Fall 2006 grant went to the UU Church in Fort Wayne, to increadeE Director to 24 hours a
week since RE attendance has more than doubled since the previogs $praudition, they have
many new members and friends and want to provide training for the DRE andgeacher

The Winter 2007 grant was divided between two congregations irgréteter Cincinnati area.
Northern Hills U-U Fellowship received one third of the monies ctdldto help hire a part time RE
Director and build their growing RE program. St. John's UnitaCiaurch received two thirds of the
monies, which will be used to augment other funding received for &ropotary Second Sunday
worship service to attract more young adults and families towairgg and increasingly diverse con-
gregation.

Since the Winter 2007 call, no new qualifying applications weraweddor the Spring 2007 grant
and the Heartland Extension Committee has decided to split the gsditem the Spring call be-
tween the Winter Grant grantees.

As required, both recipients are Fair Share congregations for &hdiAthe Heartland District, and
both have at least 10% of their members patrticipating as Chalice Lighters.

WE DO NOT HAVE 10% MEMBERSHIP IN CHALICE LIGHTERS. HEREFORE, WE ARE
NOT ELIGIBLE TO APPLY FOR A GRANT. CHALICE LIGHTERBROCHURES ARE AVAIL-
ABLE IN THE RACK NEAR THE CHURCH ENTRANCE. LOOK FORHE VERY LARGE
BLUE DOUBLE-CIRCLE CHALICE LOGO ON THE TOP OF THE COVER.

Millie Foss, UUCF Chalice Lighter Liaison Ph. 248-476-0507

Halsted Road Repair Work

The City of Farmington Hills has informed us that they will be working on Halsted Road
from Grand River to Eleven Mile Road beginning in late May and continuing through
late summer. Due to the poor condition of the roadway, the asphalt pavement will be
removed and replaced. In addition certain areas will be widened for better traffic flow.

Two way traffic, as well as access to all abutting properties, will be maintained through-

out the project. At times lanes will be closed to accommodate the work.




Call for Lifelong Learning Forum Topi  ¢s and Speakers
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GREEN SANCTUARY NEWS
MDOT Trash Pickup

Have you been wondering if we forgot this year ? No indeed, here it comes. UUCF's
third year of MDOT Highway Trash Pickup will begin on Saturday , July 14. Our
stretch of 1-696 is waiting for us !

We hope you can join us for half a day of filling those white bags. We meet at the
church early ( 7:45 AM) so that we can wrap up by noon.
Teens are encouraged to participate with parental approval.

Please sign up during coffee hour or contact Julia Petro if
you are willing and able to help with this community out-
reach project.




"Wednesdays at Eight" Summer Music Series
NARDIN PARK METHODIST CHURCH
29887 Eleven Mile Road just west of Middlebelt

During the summer, Wednesdays at Eight provides Wednesday evening concerts.
Starting at 8:00 PM in the air-conditioned comfort of our sanctuary, each
one-hour concert is free! For 2007 we are featuring the following artists

and musical groups:

July 4- Melvin C. Rookus, Patriotic Music for Organ

Yes, we will open the doors for the 4th of July! Mr. Rookus is Director of Music and Organist at Nardin Park
and will pull out all the stops of the Casavant pipe organ as he improvises on the familiar melodies repre-
senting our nation's musical heritage. For a special touch, he will be joined by two of Detroit's most promi-
nent bagpipers, Ed Bicknell and Dave Martin. Oh yes, bring along your singing voice, as we celebrate the
Fourth of July, 2007-style!

July 11-Birmingham - First Chamber Choir

The Birmingham-First Chamber Choir was formed in 2003 by Tom Trenney, Artistic Director and Director
of Music at the First Presbyterian Church of Birmingham, Michigan. The 24 members of this auditioned
choir represents diversity of communities throughout the Detroit area, along with tremendous talent and
dedication. Whether singing engaging and great classical masterpieces or eclectic and creative choral
styles, this ensemble has emerged as truly exceptional.

July 18 - Saline Fiddlers - First String Ensemble, Saline, Michigan

In its 13th season, Saline Fiddlers has undeniably set the standard for extracurricular youth music pro-
grams in the United States. They astound audiences every time they perform, presenting an energetic, pol-
ished show that includes the full spectrum of American folk, fiddle, bluegrass, jazz, western swing, and
Celtic music. They have performed 900 concerts in 17 states and four foreign countries, plus three appear-
ances at the White House. In short, these kids are terrific!

July 25 - Classical Bells of Detroit

Classical Bells' unique, lively style for performing handbell music has delighted audiences in the Midwest
since 1983. Comprised of talented local ringers and directed by Darlene Ebersole, this group is regarded
as one of America's finest, touring throughout numerous states and making recordings that feature the
ringing of 68 bronze plus 6 aluminum English handbells; they add tonal color through 48 handchimes as
they perform classical, inspirational, and popular music.

August 1- Bob Milne, Ragtime Piano

Bob Milne has been designated as a "National Treasure" by the Library of Congress following his three
days of filmed interviews in 2004. Also given the title of "Musical Ambassador" by the United States De-
partment of State, Bob has played goodwill concerts of American Ragtime Piano Music throughout Japan.
His 225 annual concerts feature the timeless music of Scott Joplin, James P. Johnson, Eubie Blake, and
others. A great concert on our 9' 4"

concert grand piano.

For more information contact Millie Foss at the church.
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A Bit about Policy

By Marsha McCullough

As most of you know, the Executive Board is theeplavhere UUCF policy is set. Or is it?
Well the Executive Board does set policy for tharch as a whole, but any standing com-
mittee can set policy for issues concerning themmittee. For instance, the Endowment
Committee has set a few policies. The Program €ibbas is able to set policy. So, policy
Is not only set by the Executive Committee. Thedtitive Board and the standing commit-
tees as well as the Executive Board Support Coraestall can set policies.

You may be asking, why policy and not a by-law deth The policies set by committees
are just that policy or guiding principles. Polgiare the general principles and procedures
of a committee. There are times when becauseafrostances we may not be able to fol-
low policy. In the case of a by-law change, we hfiokow by-laws. Policies offer guide-
lines with some flexibility.

7

The leaves will be changing color; the days will be warmthecdhights cool. Come to the Wiscon-
sin Northwoods, the land of beautiful woods and water; come seedhs and the eagles! The
Northwoods UU Fellowship in Woodruff Wisconsim{w.nuuf.con) invites you to join us the
weekend oSeptember 28-30, 200% experience the most glorious time of year. You will stay with
a UU family for two nights; enjoy breakfasts and Friday dinmighn your hosts and join the congre-
gation for a special dinner with entertainment on Saturday nightSafurday, you can participate in
any of our planned activities, such as hiking, fishing, birding, amggand more, or you can go ex-
ploring on your own. On Sunday, join us for our worship service before youhoe@e. The cost of
$300 per couple (singles and families are welcome at spetgal &s well!) will help support the
new expansion of our building. For more information or to make resemgattontact Joan Hauer at
hauerj@verizon.nadr call 715-356-6540.




Meet our Newest Members
1/,

Welcome!

Sherrie & Keith Arnoldy

Sherrie and Keith live in Lyon Township with
their sons Connor who is four and Logan, al-
most three. Keith works as a programmer for
Ford Motor Company. Sherrie was a technical
writer at Ford but is now a stay at home mom.
Although they have only been attending UUCF
for a few months each have decided to become
heavily involved in several activities. Sherrie is
working with Religious Education and the Pub-
licity Committee. Keith plans on helping out
with the Fundraising and Technical committees.
During her spare time Sherrie enjoys reading,
scrap-booking, and warm weather activities like
going to the beach and taking walks. Keith
likes to play golf and is involved in the video
game, Battletech.

Sondra Forest

Sondra lives in Commerce Township and works
at Family Service Incorporated as a clinical so-
cial worker. Her daughter became an ordained
UU minister in Seattle which piqued Sondra’s
interest with the religion. Reading and the
small group ministry are the two things she en-
joys the most.
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The Red Vesters are invited to a picnic on
Saturday, July 7th, noon—?7?? There will
be boating, swimming & discussion. We
will serve snacks, sandwiches, iced tea, etc.
Please call if you can join us.

Bud & Dot Baggett

CAMPBELL LABELS
REMINDER

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR NEW CAMPBELL'S LABELS
COLLECTION BOX? The 11:30 grades 1-5 class did
great job of refurbishing the old box. Now we just nee
YOU to fill it with labels for the products pictured on the
box. Things like Pepperidge Farm Cookies and Stuffin
Pace Salsa, Franco American (Spaghettios, etc.), Prefjo
Sauces and Swanson Broths. Not to mention Campb
Soup, Juices, Chili, Gravy. Submit the front part of th
label on cans, and cut out the bar code on boxes and b
If you're not sure what part of the box or can to submi
give me a call. A quart size zipperlock bag will hold
many, many labels, keep them flat, and take up little spa
in a kitchen drawer (and make it much easier for th
School's volunteer tote person to count the points).

The labels go to the Farmington Community School, o
Shiawassee, which has Early Childhood Classes a
Headstart programs. They are used to obtain special ite
for the gym. The latest purchase is two special tricycl
with rubber wheels, which will last much longer than th
more common (and cheaper) plastic wheels.

Give me a call for more information or visit

www.labelsforeducation.com. The collection box is usu
ally in the entryway during Sunday services, otherwise

the foot of the stairs on the Adams Hall level, on top of th
chest for Neighborhood House donations.

Millie Foss
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