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What a great idea to have an all music service on Mother’s Day!  It was such a joy to see families enjoying this par-
ticipatory service together.  How wonderful for a mother and child to be able to sit next to each other, sing, smile 
and hug!  How sacred for this moment to happen in our church meeting house on Mother’s Day.  I think this should 
begin a tradition. 
 

I did notice that attendance was low on May 13th, is this because people traveled to visit their mothers, spent time 
at home with the family, are not mothers themselves or because an adult sermon was not part of the service?  I’m 
interested to know if other UUCF members value this type of service as much as I do.  Do you think we should con-
tinue this type of service with low attendance?  Is there a way to bring attendance up for what I think is a necessary 
part of our worship program?  Particular service topics certainly bring different people to church and touch people 
who attend in different ways.  Please share your input on this topic and other ideas you have to make your worship 
experience more meaningful with myself and the program committee, led by Barb Eglinton. 
 

Intergenerational worship services meet a very special need.  Beyond giving the family time to bond together within 
our UUCF community, within our sacred space; we have a couple families that only come for these, it is also a 
great time to bring family that usually doesn’t come or friends to church. 
 

UU worship services vary greatly; participating in a youth led worship service is very different than our traditional 
Sunday morning service.  We got a taste of youth worship last month when the high school group led the service; 
however the true experience happens during a weekend CON.  Late each night all the youth and adults are called 
together into a designated sacred space.  We often enter singing and sit on the floor in a circle.  There are often 
candles and it is dimly lit.  One of the youth lights the chalice, and a few other youth led us in songs, readings and 
often some interactive sharing. 
 

Our middle school group had its first overnight last month.  I thought an evening worship would be appropriate.  I 
planned a few things, as I knew our youth hadn’t ever planned or been taught how to do “this”.  It was so amazing 
how the youth each had spontaneous ideas to make it their own.  One suggested beginning with the singing bowl, 
one suggested drumming, and one led us in a guided meditation.  The most amazing thing was their deep respect 
for each other and the experience. 
 

The worship service often comes up in discussion during teacher meetings.  Our RE class time goes by so fast that 
it is often suggested that children don’t go in for the beginning of the worship service, or not stay as long as we do.  
We do choose to not come to church once a month and create a totally child centered worship experience.  How-
ever, the experience in the meeting house is critical as well.  Here is a place where they know what to expect and 
that their voice is important.  They learn the values of our religion through experience.  This familiar routine provides 
security to our children.   
 

I love intergenerational services, and look forward to helping to prepare some in the next year… 

I hope all of you will choose to attend and give them a chance.  I respect they may not be your favorite type of ser-
vice, if you don’t have young children- you may not think they are for you and some of you may think you don’t like 
them.  In a church like this you can be sure that your favorite service is not the person in the next pews favorite ser-
vice. 
 

I was given a beautiful bouquet of flowers after the Journeyers recognition service (Thank you parents and youth); 
what I loved most about it was how special and unique each flower was.  Our church community is like this bou-
quet, our diversity is our beauty. 
 

In Peaceful Song & Stories,  
 

Jennifer A. Teed 
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Executive Excursions     by George Rourk 

June 2007 
 

“If you don’t know where you’re going, you’re likely to end up someplace else” ---Yogi Berra.   
 

In my last Magnet article as Board President, I would like to reflect on the importance of the four goals we established 
two years ago. In early 2005 Rev Alex pointed out that we had twice, over the prior ten years, adopted goals and then 
essentially forgot them. He questioned if we were really interested in defining goals and pursuing them. In the spring 
of 2005 we worked on formulating a new set of goals and subsequently adopted them at our May 2005 congregational 
meeting. 
 

Every year we conduct many worthwhile recurring events such as our ongoing RE program, our Sunday morning ser-
vices, the Fundraising Auction, the Stewardship Campaign, our Life Long Learning Forum, Guest at your Table, etc., 
etc. In addition, we need to undertake unique actions such as replacing our DRE and our Office Administrator, adapt-
ing to our Minister’s sabbatical, hiring an architect, replacing our boiler etc, etc. 
  

The point is that these routine and unique events can easily consume all of our attention. We can fall into the mode of 
“just keeping our head above water”, living from month to month, and not progressing toward larger, longer term ob-
jectives. Having the goals always in front of us gives us the long term vision we need and keeps us moving in a posi-
tive direction. As reported at the recent congregational meeting, we are making progress on all of our goals. It was also 
reported that we have a significant amount yet to accomplish in each of them. 
 

I have found our goals a major benefit in leading our congregation. They are always there in front of us telling us 
where we want to go. They are somewhat general and I think that’s a good characteristic. I have found the Executive 
Board and Program Council usually able to identify specific actions we can take in trying to implement them. I believe 
we need another 2-3 years to make the progress we need in each of our goals. We should then go through a process to 
establish new goals. 
 

At times we need additional input from you to guide us. We are at one of those times now as the Board is asking you 
“what kind of church are we?”. Please read the article in this Magnet concerning our upcoming discussion/potluck on 
Saturday the 9th of June.  
 

Another thought – we are doing well in adapting to Rev Alex’s sabbatical. The Program committee has done an excel-
lent job of providing high quality Sunday morning programs and our other committees have stepped up as well. While 
we have done well in Rev Alex’s absence, I miss him and look forward to his return in August. I’m hopeful he has 
made progress on the goals he set for himself, and discussed with us, last January.  Remember, we are having a 
“welcome back” picnic for him on Sunday August 5. 
 

In conclusion, I am continually encouraged by the positive helpful attitude and hard work of many of our members – 
striving for UUCF to be the best we can make it. We have two hundred independent thinking, strong willed individuals 
with multiple agendas in our congregation. This is a great source of energy, and at times, frustration.  I have attended 
the UUA General Assembly the past two years and been able to interact with the presidents of many UU congregations 
and I find all congregations have their “joys and sorrows”. After listening to many stories and thinking about our own, 
I conclude we are a healthy vibrant congregation and I am proud and thankful to be a member of UUCF. 



The Daytimers, the seniors social group at UUCF, enjoyed an outing at their Thursday, May 17, 
meeting.  We had lunch out together at the Family Buggy Restaurant on Orchard Lake Road at 13 
Mile, and then afterwards we went to Marvin's Marvelous Mechanical Museum which is also on Or-
chard Lake Road just a little south of 14 Mile. 
 

Marvin Yagoda, 68, started collecting unusual mechanical items after he graduated from the Uni-
versity of Michigan in the 1960's.  He originally had a museum in the old Tally Hall on Orchard 
Lake Road and 14 Mile.  Tally Hall had a food court, shops and mechanical games and closed in 
1988.  Marvin decided to reopen the museum in 1990 in its current spot in the Hunter's Square 
plaza under the archway where the unmistakable Marvin's Marvelous Mechanical Museum sign 
hangs.  Marvin worked as a pharmacist at his family's 75-year-old Detroit business, Sam's drug 
store on the city's west side.  In the museum I spotted a certificate from the drug store that was 
presented to him after he filled his one millionth prescription. I also spotted a letter on the wall to 
Henry Ford from Thomas Edison.   
 

Included in the museum is an English execution machine which was handmade in the 1930's and 
a Crankenstein which invites you to "crank the handle to revive the beast."  This machine scares 
the children.   
 

I particularly enjoyed playing what was called "Skee-Ball" when I was a kid.  It had a different name 
in this museum.   
 

Eleven of the regular Daytimers went on this outing, and two guests came along with us - Kate 
Moore and Roger Faust.  We hope you will join us again, Kate and Roger. 
 

Next month we will meet in Adams Hall at the church on Thursday, June 21, at 12:00 noon.  I will 
bring the dessert - chocolate cake with homemade fudge frosting.  I'd like the group to think about 
an outing in September to the Leader Dogs for the Blind in Rochester.  We could eat at the Family 
Buggy in Rochester before we go on their  tour which lasts 1 to 1 1/2 hours.  There is no charge for 
the tour which is a slow walking tour.  If enough people are interested, we would go there on 
Thursday, September 20.   

  

                                                   submitted by Nancy Bailey 
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SENIOR SINGLES, June 15.  Coffee and conversation for the 50-plus 
group. We need good listeners too. We will have our second meeting  in Adams 
Hall June 15 from 2:00 to 400 PM  Come and help plan for the coming 
year. For  information call Bev Mannheimer or Barry Brown at the church.   

The Welcoming Congregation Committee will meet at 6:30 p.m.on Wednesday, June  
20, 2007.  This committee focuses on making our GLBT members, friends and visitors 
welcome and on informing the entire congregation of GLBT oriented events at church 
or in the larger community that they might find of interest.  We will have a movie night 
on Friday, June 22 (see information elsewhere in this Magnet or on the Committee 
Bulletin Board in Adams Hall) and another Coffee House on Saturday, July 28. We 
will also discuss future events such as possible workshops and more movie nights, and  
participation in local Pride events.   All UUCFers are invited to take part in committee 
meetings.  For more information contact Millie Foss or Terie Spencer at the church. 
 

The Rev. Harry Cook, Episcopal minister at St. Andrews Church in Clawson, will give three lectures during 
the Summer Forum of the Center for New Thinking during July. The meetings are held in the Birmingham 
Unitarian Church   (Woodward /Lone Pine Rd.) at 10:00 a.m. on Thursdays: 
 

The overall title is  "Cultivating the Agnostic Approach". 
 

           July 12: Agnosticism in Religion     Alternative to Dogma 

           July 19: Agnosticism in Law and Ethics      Openness to Change 

           July 26: Agnosticism in Public Policy   Cultivating a Healthy Skepticism  
 

Hannah Donigan  



 

Upcoming Services 
 

 

June brings us the return of the single 10:00 AM Sunday service, which will continue  

until September 16.  So plan your Sunday to be sure to be able to attend some rather 
unique services in June and the rest of the Summer. 
 

June 3 -  The Wisdom of Dr. Seuss and the UU Principles  
Dr. Seuss Intergenerational Service - Randy Magner, DRE and members of the Troy Emerson UU Church lead 
this exciting service. Come see what our UU Principles have in common with Dr. Seuss!  We will explore some of 
the teachings of Dr Seuss, and learn how his writings are consistent with our Unitarian Universalist principles.  
Through readings, music, and singing, we will explore these principles with The Cat in the Hat, Horton the Ele-
phant, JoJo the Mayor's son, and our very own Cullen Burchill. This intergenerational service is one you'll surely 
not want to miss. 
 

June 10 - High School Graduation and RE Volunteer Recognition Service 
Please join us in worship congratulating our High School Graduates (who have been here for many years), and 
recognizing those who have helped with the RE program. Let's fill the church and show our children how much we 
value them!  The Children's Choir will be performing.  Summer RE plans will be out very soon! We are planning a 
hands-on exciting program for preschool-high school, and hope that all children and youth will remain connected 
here throughout their busy summers! 
 

June 17 - An Exploration of the Meaning of Father's Day 
Rev. Cindy Landrum is the minister of the Universalist Unitarian Church of East Liberty in Clark Lake, Michigan , 
which is in the Jackson area.  She has served there for three years. Her husband, Peter Morrison, is also an or-
dained UU minister, and they have one child, Caty. Cindy is a native of Michigan with family members in the De-
troit and Lansing area, and was raised in the Birmingham Unitarian Church in Bloomfield Hills, MI. She served 
churches in Texas and Massachusetts before coming back to Michigan. She is a graduate of the University of 
Michigan in English and psychology and Meadville Lombard Theological School in Chicago. 
 

June 24 - The Crisis in Darfur: Why We Must Change US Foreign Policy Toward Sudan.  Abayomi Azikiwe 
is a broadcast journalist and the editor of the Pan-African News Wire. He has traveled in Africa and worked on 
various campaigns aimed at expressing solidarity with the struggling peoples of the continent.  He will uncover the 
history of Sudan and the western region of Darfur and why the international community must be engaged in re-
solving the ongoing civil war. 

  From  the Welcoming Congregation Committee 
 

                  Opportunity for Ally (UUCF congregation ) Action regarding 
GLBT (Gays, Lesbians, Bi-sexual, Transgender community) Issues--- 
Inform others of and/or visit the new Affirmations Community Center 
at 290 W. Nine Mile Rd. in Ferndale. It opens June 3; the public is 
welcome; tours are available. Phone 248-398-7104. Anyone may use 
the center which will feature an art gallery of local GLBT artists, a 
cyber cafe,  a Sky Deck, meeting rooms, a teen center, and a health 
screening room which has HIV testing and other services. 
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Putting the "Party" in Work Party 
 

This Spring, we worked hard to raise money and rebuild a home in our community. We should 
be proud of our amazing efforts - it made a concrete difference in someone's life! But now it's 
time we join together to do the same for our church. Please join us for our June social action pro-

ject: a church work party on June 16 from 9-4. Activities will include repairing the playground, painting, gar-
dening, etc. Drinks/lunch will be provided, not to mention the good company!  
 
To participate, contact Cassandra at the church or see the sign-up sheet in Adams Hall. If you are unable to 
make that date, please consider donating snacks, drinks, or money for supplies.  

"Middle School Job Squad " 
 

      We were the recipients with the winning bid (at the 2007 UUCF Fundraising Auction Psychedelic '60's ) to put the  

middle schoolers to work.  And that we did on a very warm evening in May! 

      We had a job list comprised of stacking wood, laying and spreading mulch, weeding, and raking lined up for these 
youth.  And they did a very good job! 

      Many kudos to the volunteers Dayna , Eric , Daniel , Hannah and Chris !   

And kudos also to the adult helpers Karen Schnell-Goldberg and Mert Church, who also rolled up their sleeves to do  

some labor! 

      Thanks, Karen, for doing a great job of organizing this event, and even keeping the youth on their toes and  

working!  And thank you to the youth for volunteering their time for the financial good of their church! 
 

                            Linda & George Rourk  

Mystery book Club 
 
 
June 16 is our road trip to Aunt Agatha's Mystery Bookstore in Ann Arbor in place of the 
June meeting.   Bring any books you wish to turn in for credit. Aunt Agatha's accepts only 
paperback mysteries for credit.  We will meet at the church at 11, car pool into Ann Arbor 
where we will eat lunch and then shop for books. 
 
The book for the July 23 meeting is In a Dark House by Deborah Crombie. A serial arson-
ist nutter is on the loose in London. When a nude, charred female corpse turns up in a 
burned warehouse, the police discover that the unidentified victim, one of four possible 
women, was murdered beforehand.  
 
As usual we will meet at 5:30 for dinner at Panera (12 mile and Halsted) and return to the 
church for the book discussion at 7pm.�



 

Halsted Road Repair Work 
 

The City of Farmington Hills has informed us that they will be working on Halsted Road 
from Grand River to Eleven Mile Road beginning in late May and continuing through 
late summer. Due to the poor condition of the roadway, the asphalt pavement will be 
removed and replaced. In addition certain areas will be widened for better traffic flow. 

Two way traffic, as well as access to all abutting properties, will be maintained through-
out the project. At times lanes will be closed to accommodate the work.  

HEARTLAND DISTRICT CHALICE LIGHTER GRANT PROGRAM 

 

 

 
Help Spread the Light of Unitarian Universalism!   Become a Heartland District Chalice Lighter! 
This program gives small grants to Heartland District churches for specific purposes.  There are three 
calls a year (Winter, Spring and Fall), and you can pledge as little as $10 for each call. 

 
The Fall 2006 grant went to the UU Church in Fort Wayne, to increase the RE Director to 24 hours a 
week since RE attendance has more than doubled since the previous Spring.  In addition, they have 
many new members and friends and want to provide training for the DRE and teachers. 

 
The Winter 2007 grant was divided between two congregations in the greater Cincinnati area.   
Northern Hills U-U Fellowship received one third of the monies collected to help hire a part time RE 
Director and build their growing RE program.  St. John's Unitarian Church received two thirds of the 
monies, which will be used to augment other funding received for a contemporary Second Sunday 
worship service to attract more young adults and families to a growing and increasingly diverse con-
gregation. 

 
Since the Winter 2007 call, no new qualifying applications were received for the Spring 2007 grant 
and the Heartland Extension Committee has decided to split the proceeds from the Spring  call be-
tween the Winter Grant grantees. 

 
As required, both recipients are Fair Share congregations for UUA and the Heartland District, and 
both have at least 10% of their members participating as Chalice Lighters. 

 
WE DO NOT HAVE 10% MEMBERSHIP IN CHALICE LIGHTERS.  THEREFORE, WE ARE 
NOT ELIGIBLE TO APPLY FOR A GRANT.  CHALICE LIGHTER BROCHURES ARE AVAIL-
ABLE IN THE RACK NEAR THE CHURCH ENTRANCE.  LOOK FOR THE VERY LARGE 
BLUE DOUBLE-CIRCLE CHALICE LOGO ON THE TOP OF THE COVER. 

 
Millie Foss, UUCF Chalice Lighter Liaison    
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Our DRE, Jennifer will be leading the summer program with the assistance of some professional artists.  However, we still need your 
help… if you would enjoy sitting down with us to do an art project, playing some fun improv drama games, or digging with us in the 
garden, this summer’s theme is just for you!! 

 

Please look at the schedule on the reverse side and decide which weeks you’d like to join us.  Let Jennifer know or sign up in Adams 
Hall. 

 

Middle & High School Youth 

This year we want to offer exciting programs to all our youth.  Our goal is by maintaining programs; relationships will also be main-
tained, creating a stronger program in the fall. 

 

Middle School Youth Group 

On Sunday mornings the middle school group will participate in the improv art program.  However every other Sunday youth will meet 
in the afternoon or evening for fun teambuilding games and social justice projects. 

 

High School- Social Justice Summer 

The high school youth will continue to meet each Sunday at 10:00 am.  Melissa Falb and Joel Devonshire will be their primary leaders.  
The youth will begin the summer by determining their areas of social justice interest.  As the youth learn more about the injustices that 
surround us, a service project will be planned and carried out. 
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   12 weeks (June 17- September 2, 2007)     

 

        

6/17/07 Today we will discuss our 7th Principle, respect for the interdependant web. 
 We will also hear the story and make tissue paper butterflies & flowers. 

         

6/24/07 Today we will retell the story and discuss ideas for acting it out.  
 We will also make stuffed paper fish and practice being water.  

         

7/1/07 Today we will discuss how important water is to the survival of living things. 
(4th of July) We will also each make a scale for the iguana character's tail today.  

         

7/8/07 Today we will discuss the interdependant web of existence.   

 We will also play improv drama games & have a play rehearsal.  

         

7/15/07 Today we will learn a little about Mexico.    

 We will also begin to create the woman character's paper mache head. 
         

7/22/07 Today we will learn more about Mexico.    

 We will also continue work on the paper mache puppet head.  

         

7/29/07 Today we will learn about the Mexican Zapotec Indians   

 We will also continue work on the paper mache puppet head.  

         

8/5/07 Today we will learn more about the Zapotec Indians   

Alex Back! We will also play drama games & rehearse the play.   

 Church Picnic after church at Shiawasee Park !!!    

         

8/12/07 We will learn about the author & activist, Alejandro Cruz Martinez.  
 We will also finish the puppet head and make the cave.   

         

8/19/07 We will discuss social justice activism for kids.    

 We will do a social justice activity about water.    

         

8/26/07 We will discuss water as a human right around the world.   

 We will Introduce UNICEF's Convention of the Rights of the Child  
 We will play drama games and have a final rehearsal.   

         
9/2/07 Final wrap up / We will present the play at a worship service in September. 
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The Board Invites You  
 

The Board is hosting a talkback session/potluck on Saturday, June 9th, to continue the discussion begun 
at May’s congregational meeting on answering Reverend Alex’s question on “what kind of a church are 
we”, and where do we want him to focus his energies.   Since the outcome of this discussion will have an 
impact on the nature and variety of the programs (outside of Sunday mornings) offered at UUCF, we 
hope you’ll take a couple of hours from your busy schedules to come and share your thoughts. 
 

There was a brief presentation at the congregational meeting providing some background information on 
this topic.  This will not be repeated on June 9th, but it will be sent out via the email list this week, and 
printed copies will be available in the office.  Taking a few minutes to look over the slides may help you 
formulate your thoughts for the talkback. 
 

We’ll start at 5:30 with the talkback session in the Meeting House, with the potluck following in Adam’s 
Hall.  Warming ovens will be on to keep your dishes warm, and childcare will be provided. We antici-
pate that we’ll be cleaned up and out the door by 8:00 – in time for other evening plans! 
 

Again, Reverend Alex, the Board, and the Program Council will be using this information to focus how 
to spend their time.  Please join us so that your preferences will be included.  If you have any questions, 
please contact any member of the Board – George Rourk, Linda Brown, Renzo Hutchinson, Marsha 
McCullough, or Vanessa Baber. 

 

Friends of the UUA will be conducting its End of Fiscal Year Fundraising Phonathon beginning June 4th and 
continuing throughout the month of June. Members (within the United States) who have previously donated 
to Friends will be called upon, with the exception of those who have requested that they not be contacted by 
phone by our telemarketing agency, Outreach Associates of Pittsburgh, PA.  We have been working with 
Outreach Associates for a number of years and have found them to be respectful and considerate in their deal-
ings with us and with congregation members. 
 
If, for some reason, this is an inappropriate time for Friends of the UUA to be contacting members of your 
congregation, or if you have any questions about the telephone canvass, please contact me by email or on the 
Friends Hotline (617) 948-6525 by May 29th. 
 
Donations from individuals are a crucial part of the UUA's operating budget. In the past year, members of the 
Friends of the UUA provided over $1 million dollars in funding, roughly 13% of the UUA budget. It is vital 
for us to reach out to members in a manner that is efficient and productive, while at the same time remaining 
respectful and congenial. 
 
Your willingness to support the UUA enhances our ability to provide services and programs to member con-
gregations and presents avenues for future growth of Unitarian Universalism throughout the country. 
 
In faith and gratitude, 
Cynthia Salloway, Director 
Friends of the Unitarian Universalist Association  



�	��+��$��	�$����	�,�����
��
- ����.�/#��	#�/�0#�
�
�

Any title with the word pledge is likely to draw attention.  I do hope it draw attention to this article rather than 
away from it.  Your Executive Board is the place in UUCF where the policy decisions are discussed.  We also 
write and make policy based on the discussions.  We have a book filled with UUCF policies in our office.  Un-
fortunately, we have learned that most of our members are not aware of our discussions or policy decisions.  
This article is an effort to start informing the members of UUCF policies.   
 As a beginning, we chose the software/data policy.  And yes, the policy does answer the question, “Who 
knows how much you pledge?”  The policy for software and data is included at the end of the article.  The an-
swer to who does know how much you pledge is one of the items that is restricted information.  The informa-
tion is not available to anyone who asks for it.  
 As we increase the use of computers in the functioning of our church business, we have had to address 
several issues.  Who has access?  Who can change the information? How do we protect the information? And 
who fixes software problems?  We wrote our software/data policy to address and answer those questions. 

 

 

 

Congregational Software/Data Policy 
(May, 2007) 

  

Definitions: This policy applies to “congregational software” and the input and output data associated with it. 
Congregational software is that software used for the benefit of the entire congregation. It is distinguished from 
“committee software”; the software that individual UUCF committees and activity groups choose to use to sup-
port their functions. 
Control of software selection: The Executive Board shall approve all choices of congregational software. 
Committees and activity groups shall be able to decide, without Executive Board control, what committee soft-
ware they chose to use. 
Control of data: Most of the information available from the congregational software shall be available to all 
members. The Executive Board shall identify what data shall have restricted distribution. The Executive Board 
shall also identify who has access to specific parts of restricted data. 
To ensure data accuracy, very few people shall be allowed to input data, or modify data, related to congrega-
tional software. The Executive Board shall identify who has the right to input or modify data. 
Technical Support: Recognizing the UUCF Technology committee has limited resources, it shall only support 
Congregational Software. Committee software will have to be supported by those using it. 

 
Congregational data shall be backed up by the Office Administrator with the back up data stored at a site other 
than UUCF. The back up process shall occur at least twice a month.  

 
Committees are encouraged to take similar action relative to safeguarding their data. The Office Administrator 
is not available to support committee back up processes. 
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Notes from of an Adult attending a Middle School Yo uth Con 
 

 

Sure, I can go to a Middle School Youth Con.  How hard can that be?  I’ll drive to Fort Wayne, and 
while the youth are doing their thing, I’ll watch and supervise like most adults do.  That was my think-
ing.  WOW! My thinking sure did change while I was there.  And, I had a great time! 
 

I didn’t know this, but an adult that attends a youth Con is expected to participate in everything that is 
planned; games, workshops, worship, elections, meals, and clean up. There where lots of outdoor 
games during free time, including Red Rover, ultimate Frisbee, hid and seek, and capture the flag 
where a big hit. 
 

The Con was put on by the district youth steering committee (DYSC), a Heartland district committee 
made up of adults and youth.  This committee helps organizes cons thought-out the district for Middle 
School & High School.  The Monty PyCon was  mostly planned by three teenagers, they organized it, 
facilitated the workshops, and set the expectations for the group. Very amazing work by these young 
ladies!   I attended my first TARR election (Transitional Age Range Representative); this is where a 
representative is selected by their peers to be on the DYSC to plan the Middle School Cons. 
 

The conference was amazing.  There were 40 youth and 10 adults who participated in small group 
sessions call “Touch Groups”, this is a group where we met about 6 times during the Con.   I and the 
two middle school youth that attended where split up into 3 different touch groups.  This made us get 
to know others that were attending the Con. 

A Touch Group is where you checked in and you where able to tell everyone how you felt about the 
Con.  There where also getting to know you ice breaker games and lots of interesting conversations.  I 
never knew that “Tell your Scar Story” could be so interesting.  One of our tasks in this group was also 
to come up with something for the Coughy Haus (yes that’s how they spelled it!)  Was that ever hilari-
ous!  I haven’t laughed that hard in years!! My group did a skit about the conference … and of course 
it’s where everything goes bad, and then when we’re done with our part of the skit, we needed to fall 
on the floor.   Little do these youth know … when you’re over 40 … it’s hard to get back up off the 
floor!  The other UUCF youth were in groups that sang and played instruments; they did a great job 
and looked like they had fun doing it. 
 

The Coughy Haus was the highlight and most fun part of the conference, but the worship services 
where what really impressed me.  We sang, we held hands, we spoke and were heard (when it was 
appropriate), and the simple rituals of lighting the chalice, listening to a reading, just seemed to mean 
so much. 
 

It was very interesting watching the group of youth interact and mingle with all the other UU churches 
that attended.  This was the first time for a Middle School Con that all the states of the district were 
there (Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, & Kentucky). I see some potential leaders emerging from the youth 
that planned the event, and the youth that attended.    Everyone walked away with new friendships, a 
sense of belonging, e-mail address and the hopes of seeing each other again at the next conference.   
I can see how these Con’s help strengthen our UU beliefs, develops confidence, and leadership skills 
which aids our youth in their everyday lives. 
 

Sign me up for the next one! 

Karen Schnell-Goldberg, Middle School Teacher  



UNIVERSALIST-UNITARIAN CHURCH OF FARMINGTON 

WELCOMING CONGREGATION COMMITTEE 

FREE MOVIE NIGHT  -  FRIDAY, JUNE 22, 2007, 7:30 pm 
 

SAVING FACE 
      a Comedy Drama Romance  

 

     2004   Color   97 mins.   Widescreen   English   Rated R 

 
(An) entertaining, well-observed comedy about a Chinese-American surgeon (Michelle Krusiec), who can't 
admit she's a lesbian, and her tradition-bound mother (Joan Chen), who won't explain how she's gotten 
pregnant at the age of 48.  Romantic and cultural complications abound in this heartfelt and genuinely funny 
film, an impressive debut for writer director Alice Wu.  (Three stars out of four.)  Leonard Maltin's 2007 
Movie Guide.   Discussion follows the movie.  Bring your own snacks and drink. 

 

For more information contact: 
Millie Foss or Terie Spencer  at the church. 
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The leaves will be changing color; the days will be warm and the nights cool.  Come to the Wiscon-
sin Northwoods, the land of beautiful woods and water; come see the loons and the eagles!  The 
Northwoods UU Fellowship in Woodruff Wisconsin (www.nuuf.com) invites you to join us the 
weekend of September 28-30, 2007 to experience the most glorious time of year.  You will stay with 
a UU family for two nights; enjoy breakfasts and Friday dinner with your hosts and join the congre-
gation for a special dinner with entertainment on Saturday night.  On Saturday, you can participate in 
any of our planned activities, such as hiking, fishing, birding, antiquing and more, or you can go ex-
ploring on your own.  On Sunday, join us for our worship service before you head home.  The cost of 
$300 per couple (singles and families are welcome at special rates, as well!) will help support the 
new expansion of our building.  For more information or to make reservations, contact Joan Hauer at 
hauerj@verizon.net or call 715-356-6540.  
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Meet our Newest Members  
 
Diane & Stuart Svoboda  

Two of UUCF’s newest members, Diane and Stuart 
Svoboda are living in and restoring one of West Bloom-
field’s historic homes.  They have two grown sons, Justin 
and Devon and two dogs Chico and Radar.  Stuart works 
in data management while Diane teaches English as a 
second language.  In his spare time Stuart enjoys playing 
tennis, bicycling, and rock climbing.  Diane enjoys work-
ing in the gardening as a leisure pursuit.  Both enjoy mu-
sic and their love of music is what originally brought this 
couple together.     

 

Rob Horn & Lee Anne Leaver 
Rob and Lee Anne are two new members of UUCF who 
reside in Wyandotte.  Lee Anne grew up in Ohio but has 
been living in Michigan for the past 10 years.  Rob has 
been a resident of the downriver area his entire life.  He 
is a construction project manager for a small building 
company downriver and just received his bachelor’s in 
psychology from U of M Dearborn.  She is a corporate 
trainer for Liberty Mutual.  Lee Anne likes to cook and 
read during her spare time and looks forward to helping 
out in RE.  Rob enjoys biking, computers, and eating 
spicy foods.  Rob and Lee Anne also like to spend time 
together camping.   

 

James Carlson 
Northville resident James Carlson recently joined UUCF.  
He lives with his wife and they have a daughter who lives 
in Lansing.  James has been retired for 10 years; how-
ever, prior to retirement he worked as a database admin-
istrator for MDOT.  James is no stranger to the UU ways 
since he was a member of the Greater Lansing UU con-
gregation for 30 years.  In his spare time James likes to 
read, go on hikes, and walking.  He also is looking for-
ward to doing some RV traveling very soon.  

 
CAMPBELL LABELS  

REMINDER 
 

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR NEW CAMP-
BELL'S LABELS COLLECTION BOX?  

The 11:30 grades 1-5 class did a great job of refurbishing 
the old box.  Now we just need YOU to fill it with labels 
for the products pictured on the box.  Things like Pep-
peridge Farm Cookies and Stuffing, Pace Salsa, Franco 
American (Spaghettios, etc.), Prego Sauces and Swanson 
Broths.  Not to mention Campbell Soup, Juices, Chili, 
Gravy.  Submit the front part of the label on cans, and cut 
out the bar code on boxes and bags. If you're not sure what 
part of the box or can to submit, give me a call. A quart 
size zipperlock bag will hold many, many labels, keep 
them flat, and take up little space in a kitchen drawer (and 
make it much easier for the School's volunteer tote person 
to count the points). 

 

The labels go to the Farmington Community School, on 
Shiawassee, which has Early Childhood Classes and 
Headstart programs.  They are used to obtain special items 
for the gym.  The latest purchase is two special tricycles 
with rubber wheels, which will last much longer than the 
more common (and cheaper) plastic wheels. 

 

Give me a call for more information or visit 
www.labelsforeducation.com.  The collection box is usu-
ally in the entryway during  Sunday services, otherwise at 
the foot of the stairs on the Adams Hall level, on top of the 
chest for Neighborhood House donations. 

 

Millie Foss   

From the Social Events Committee 

Hold these dates on your calendar: 

 July 20 – Tiger Ball game – Sign up on 
Social Events Board in Adams Hall 

 August 5 – All church picnic / potluck – Af-
ter the morning service 



Published Monthly by: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E-Mail – info@uufarmington.org 

UUCF Website: www.uufarmington.org 

Listen to sermons via the Internet:   

www.uusermons.com  

Church Office Hours:   
Monday—Friday     9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

Rev. Alexander Riegel, Minister 

Jennifer Teed, Director of Religious Education 

Diana Munch, Music Director 

Cheryl Krug , Office Administrator/Magnet Editor 

Magnet E-Mail:  magnet@uufarmington.org 

Barb Windsor -Magnet Distribution  

 

 

Next Magnet Deadline: 

June 24, 2007 
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